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These Considerations 


ANY ASTROLOGERS have only the vaguest ideas about 

the history of Astrology. We’re told that it began in Baby- 

lon (or Chaldea) and/or Egypt — simultaneously or sepa- 

rately, academics disagree — and that knowledge of it was 
later disseminated, via Persia, in two main directions, south to India and 
north to Greece. We know that in Europe knowledge of most ancient 
arts and sciences, astrology included, was later reviled and banished by 
the Christian Church as it stamped out all aspects of Pagan thought. Had 
it not been for enlightened members of the Islamic community — the 
Caliph of Baghdad, ‘Abdullah al-Ma’min, for example, who acquired 
Greek manuscripts and had translators working in teams, comparing dif- 
ferent versions and checking against earlier translations — the only as- 
trology any of us would know today would be Indian. The Arabs safe- 
guarded Western astrology. They fostered and developed it. That's diffi- 
cult to appreciate sometimes. We’re all influenced by the paranoia the 
oil and Israeli interests spread in the media, which prompt us to see the 
Islamic world of the Arab as alien. Baghdad, after all, is the home base 
of a modern bogyman, a Prime Time target for aerial bombings. Arabs 
are either fat-cat Oil sheiks, who manipulate gas prices, or they gallop 
camels around in the desert, eat dates and blow up US embassies. The 
article by Doug Smith in this issue, which examines the astrology of 
several would-be Islamic leaders, may help us better understand one as- 
pect of those who follow the ) 2 way of life, a people whose contribu- 
tion to Astrology has been nothing short of remarkable. 

Olivia Barclay continues her explanation of the basics of Horary. 
It’s tempting to reject what she writes as trite and commonplace, thread- 
bare by comparison to the rich insights astro-psychologists provide. 
Don’t be misled. Working examples of this ‘childish astrology’ are pro- 
vided by Ruth Baker and Constantine Zinoni, both graduates of 
Olivia’s school. Be sure you can do better before you dismiss it all. 

Also in this issue, Bill Meridian provides us with a unique opportu- 
nity to use the relationship between Mars and Vesta for enrichment; 
Patrice Guinard (with a rare Ph.D. in Astrology) carefully explains the 
history of the 8-House system; and Juan Estadella reminds us of the 
value of mundane aspects. 

Once “Will you?” has gotten a “Yes”, the next question is “When?” 
That is when an astrologer should be consulted. The comparison of 
Election advice from several texts, with appropriate examples, may help 
you ensure newly weds stay happily married. 

Finally, May’s transiting 4 ¢ % having fallen splat on a tight pair of 
your editor’s natal planets, some thoughts on how this latest impetus for 
controlled growth may manifest in light of previous similar happenings. 

Enjoy 


Some Thoughts on 4 ¢ 4 
KEN GILLMAN 


HAT DOES Wladimir Putin, the new leader of Russia, have 

in common with Attila the Hun and Genghis Khan? Noth- 

ing I hope, but there is the odd coincidence that, like them, 

he comes to power in the same year that 4 ¢ 4 occurs for 
the last time in an Earth sign prior to moving into Air. 


Wladimir Putin 


12:05 LMT (9:05 AM GMT), 7 October 1952 
Leningrad: 59N55, 30E15 
(Rectified by Eugen Kollesow) 


+ takes almost thirty years to go completely around the twelve signs 
of the zodiac (29.42352 years actually), while 4 makes the same journey 
in just less than twelve years (11.8565 years). They meet every twenty 
years (19.859 years on average), at which time their conjunction is some 
243° further around the Circle of Life from the place of their previous 
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conjunction. So if one ¥ ¢ * occurs at 0° T, the next will take place 
twenty years later at 3° , then a further twenty years on there will be 
one at 6° 2, and twenty years later another at 9° T, and so on; the pro- 
gressive conjunctions staying in the same element or triplicity (Fire in 
this hypothetical example) for slightly less than 200 years. The follow- 
ing figure, designed by Johannes Kepler, illustrates the complete series 
of forty such conjunctions required to go all around the zodiac, through 
all four elements, in approximately 800 years. 


et Jovis, carumgue saltus 
per octena signa, atgue 
transitus per ommes 

Zodiaci 
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The change from one element to another was called the Trigonalis by 
the ancients and has always been considered extremely important in 
shaping the course of history. It marks a major shift in emphasis and ori- 
entation in the world. It is also known as the Great Mutation Conjunc- 
tion. 

Ancient Persian astrologers believed important religious and political 
changes are indicated by the 20-year conjunctions, while the shifts of 
triplicity point to changes of a more sweeping nature — the rise of a new 
nation or dynasty. This is demonstrated by the 1841 Great Mutation and 
the coincident rise to world dominance of Great Britain and its succes- 
sion, roughly half-way through the Earth cycle, by its rebellious off- 
spring, the United States. 


Considerations XV; 3 


The advent of a major prophet, an event most portentous of all, the 
ancients believed, is heralded by the completion of a cycle of shifts 
through all four triplicities. As the table below indicates, both Jesus (~ 7 
BC) and Mohammed (571 AD) were born while the conjunctions were 
occurring in signs of the Water triplicity'. One automatically looks to the 
200-year Water series beginning in 1425 for someone of a similar stat- 
ure. Martin Luther was born in 1483 and John Calvin in 1509, and some 
may consider either of these, or possibly an amalgam of this protesting 
pair to fit the centuries-old prediction; they did makeover a religion, even 
if they didn’t produce a new one. But to my mind the most portentous of 
all events over the two Water centuries, between 1425 and 1662, was 
something completely beyond the imagination of the carly Persian as- 
trologers: not the appearance of a major prophet but the 1492 discovery 
of an entirely new continent, America. 


The Great Mutation Conjunctions 


Date Long. Element 
-402 August 4 207 = Air 
-164 September 13 8°49" TL Water Jesus 
AD 74 October 27 10°03’ # Fire 
253 February 13 PSVe Earth 
452 January 15 22° 42" xx Air 
690 September 20 18° 24 Tl Water Mohammed 
868 December 28 13°54’ x Fire 
1047 November 24 5°08 6 Earth 
1226 March 12 2° 58° a Air 
1425 February 23 177187 Water ? 
1663 October 16 12° 58° x Fire 
1842 January 26 8°54 6 Earth 
2020 December 21 0° 29° se Air 


Note the strict Air-Water-Fire-Earth sequence of elements, and how at the 1226 
Trigonalis the sequence of starting signs changed from =, Tl, #, 6 to Nh, 4, 4, 
sx, with fixed = replacing cardinal =. 


The next Great Mutation will occur on 21“ December 2020 when 4 
and ® meet at 0° 29° =. At 20-year intervals thereafter the conjunction 
will continue in Air for the remainder of the 21“ Century and beyond. 

We’re now ina period of flux. This is a time perhaps when the sub- 
conscious of the world is being redirected. Between 1842 and 1961 each 


' While disagreeing on the actual year, the general consensus is that the com- 
mencement of the Piscean Age, the twelfth part of the 25,920-year retrograde 
movement of the Vernal Point through the constellations, began some time be- 
tween 163 BC and 73 AD, while 4 o % was in the Water triplicity. This coinci- 
dence may explain why periods in which the conjunction occurred in Water 
signs have produced history’s most mind-changing events. 
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of the successive conjunctions took place in an Earth sign, and during 
this lengthy period mankind has steadily increased his domination over 
the material world, optimistically during the first half of the period and 
mainly defensively, against a background of world-wide wars and in- 
creasing fear and pessimism, during the second half. We have also in- 
creasingly experienced a loss of religious faith during this transit of the 
Earth signs, particularly in the second half of the cycle, brought about in 
part by the horrors of war and to some extent by our improved under- 
standing of the mechanisms of biological life. 

Then in December 1980 and again in March and July 1981 there was 
a maverick conjunction in the early degrees of + that brought a hint of 
what we can expect to occur after 2020 when the Air Trigonalis finally 
occurs. These last twenty years have seen the end of the Cold War and its 
threat of worldwide destruction, the advent of improved communication 
as instanced by the Internet, and increased economic interdependence 
due to the emergence of multinational companies. 

Now, before } ¢ ® shifts fully into the Air triplicity we are to experi- 
ence the final act of this Earth cycle that began with the Great Mutation 
of 1842. What can we expect? 

\y & % is associated with the US presidential death cycle. Since 1840 
every President elected during the year of a 4 ¢ » in an Earth sign has 
died in office. Reagan, who was elected the year the conjunction oc- 
curred in an Air sign, survived an assassination attempt. Did that end 
the series of presidential deaths or is there still another to go? 

The last time there was a 4 ¢ ® in Earth immediately before the Great 
Chronocrators moved into Air was in 1206. That conjunction was similar 
to the present one in that it also occurred in late 6, coming after a maver- 
ick + conjunction, and was followed twenty years later by a Great Muta- 
tion into Air. 


\ ¢ 4 in last two Earth Cycles 


Element 1047-1246 1842-2040 
| Year | Long. Year | Long. _| 

Mutation into Earth 1047 S°6} 1842 6 
Earth 1067 21°T) | «1861 18° 
Earth 1087 3°6| 1881 23 
Earth 1107 160° 6 1901 146 
Earth 1127 29° 1921 2PT 
Earth 1146 17° | 1940-41 | 9-14°% 
Earth 1166 22°6| 1961 25° 6 
Maverick Air 1186 12° = | 1980-81 5-9 
Final Earth 1206 26°%| 2000 23°3 
Mutation into Air 1226 3°x| 2020 0° x 
Air 1246 19°] 2040 13 


Note the similarities of zodiacal positions in the above table. 
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1206 was when Genghis Khan became chief of the Mongols. Within 
the next twenty years he had invaded China and captured Peking, con- 
quered Persia and India, and invaded Russia. He died in 1227, shortly 
after the first occurrence of 4 ¢ » in the new Air series. 

Let’s go back another cycle, to the ¥ ¢ % in 432. Again this was the 
final conjunction in the Earth element. The next conjunction, in 452, 
was in Air, where it stayed for over 200 years. Within a year of the 432 
\ o % Attila became ruler of the Huns. Over the next twenty years he 
terrorized Europe. It was only when he invaded Gaul in 451, the year ¥ « 
shifted into Air, that he was defeated in battle. Attila died soon after. 

Is Wladimir Putin’s accession to the rulership of Russia in the year of 
this last conjunction in earth akin to that of Attila the Hun and Genghis 
Khan in the two previous similar times? Will his name similarly stand 
out in history as a bogeyman to bring fear into the hearts of European 
children? 

Besides the coincidence of Attila and Genghis Khan, the two earlier 
periods saw other key events. 

In 1208, two years after the conjunction, St. Francis of Assisi made 
his celebrated vow to devote the remainder of his life to religion and 
poverty. He died in 1226, the same year the Grand Mutation moved into 
Air. The Dominican Order was also founded in the same period. This 
spread of religion echoed events in the twenty-year period that began 
with the prior 432 4 o *, for that was the year St. Patrick began his mis- 
sion to Ireland. 

The 432-451 period also had the last Roman troops leaving Britain 
and the start of continual invasions by Jutes, Angles and Saxons. In the 
later period, during the reign of King John, the French invaded England. 

The 1206-1226 period was the time of the Children’s Crusade — 
thousands of French and German children starved while crossing the 
Alps; survivors were sold into slavery in North Africa. I know of nothing 
similar in the preceding period. 

Also in 1206 a council of 24 men were elected to represent London 
(readers will be aware of the May 2000 election of a new London mayor, 
Ken Livingstone), and shortly thereafter in 1213 there was the Council of 
St Albans, a precursor of Parliament, then in 1215, the midpoint of the 
20-year period, we have King John signing the Magna Charta. These 
were new concepts in government, a true mixture of Earth and Air. 


HE 20-YEAR period between successive conjunctions has been 

described as “the ground base of human development which 

marks the interaction between the perception of ideas, potentiali- 
ties, possibilities (4), and their manifestation in the concrete, material 
world (oy? 


? Baigent, Campion & Harvey. Mundane Astrology. Aquarian Press, 1984, p. 184. 
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Within each period, both in the 20 years between successive conjunc- 
tions and in the 200+ years between successive Grand Mutations, the 
first half tends to be of an optimistic, expansive nature as 4 merrily 
waxes away from ». By contrast, the second half of the cycle becomes 
increasingly restrained and downbeat as 4 wanes back to dour %, 


‘oh 


12:04 PM EST (16:04 UT) 28" May 2000 
Washington DC: 38N54, 77W02 


For example: as Stephen Arroyo astutely describes, the 1921 conjunc- 
tion in I initially brought about a huge burst of new freedom in behav- 
ior, in literature and in art. “Right until the Wall Street crash, a huge 
segment of American society, especially in big cities, went hysterically 
nuts!” Most of the first half of the period was extroverted; there was 
sharp inflation and expanded credit. Then the hedonistic hysteria peaked 
and the stock market crashed. The entire world economy took a nosedive 
for the next ten years, the second half of the cycle, during which there 
was a complete lack of credit and real deflation, as prices dropped and 
the dollar bought more and more. “The extraversion of the ‘20s was rap- 
idly replaced by introversion, depression, desperation and fearfulness of 
the 30s.” 


3 Liz Greene & Stephen Arroyo. The Jupiter/Saturn Conference Lectures. CRCS 
Publications, 1984, pp 5-6. 
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Similarly, the 1961 4 9 4 coincided with a tremendous burst of civil 
rights activism. There were many protests and many new laws, with new 
government structures established to enforce them. The conjunction was 
in @ and appropriately there was a great increase in the power of gov- 
ernment. The first ten years were the time of JFK, of the Beatles, of 
Hippies and flower children. They were extraverted, optimistic years, 
when people were willing to fight for a cause or to strive for an ideal. 

By contrast the second half of the cycle, the seventies, was a period of 
national and individual introversion; pessimism increased. Government 
was no longer friendly — we all remember Nixon’s paranoia. The Viet 
Name war ended in failure; there was repression in Poland and Afghani- 
stan, a sick economy worldwide, large international debt, egocentricity 
and a general lack of interest in society. The period ended with gas 
shortages and an overly tentative president, Jimmy Carter, who failed to 
retain the nation’s confidence. 

Consider the last twenty years since the 1981 conjunction. These are 
really a contrast between the Reagan years in the first half of the cycle 
and those of Clinton in the second half, with the Bush single-term presi- 
dency occurring at the cycle’s midpoint. Reagan’s presidency coincided 
with expanded defense spending by both the USA and the USSR - a 
face-off at high noon with the ever-increasing size of military arsenals as 
the opposing weapons, until the USSR went bust around the midpoint of 
the cycle — and a rejuvenated American spirit typified perhaps by the 
optimism and hoopla of the Los Angeles summer Olympics. The buoy- 
ant Reagan policy of free spending and trickle-down economics also cre- 
ated massive debt. By contrast the Clinton years have seen reduced un- 
employment and debt, lowered interest rates, and, despite sharply rising 
stock prices, an absence of inflation. As is to be expected during the sec- 
ond half of a 4-* cycle, we’ve had a tentative president, one unable or 
unwilling to be a confident leader. 


HERE IS a little- 
known connection 
between the 4-* 


\ aspect to % angle 
its natal from its 


position | natal position 
ate a & 72° Waxing quintile 
Pe pea ¢ | 144° | Waxing biquintile 
: alae : é 216° | Waning biquintile 
time } takes to transit o 288° | Waning quintile 
through all twelve signs £ 360° | Conjunction 


and return to its natal po- 

sition, » will have advanced just two-fifths of the way round the circle. 
John Addey associated the entire quintile series with the use and 

abuse of power and authority. This is not unlike how aspects between 4 


and * tend to be interpreted in mundane astrology. ©) 


The Mars-Vesta Cycle 
in U.S. Stock Prices 


BILL MERIDIAN 


NE OF THE dominant rhythms in common stock prices is a 

cycle of approximately four years in length. Examples of lows 

in this cycle are 1974, 1978, 1982, 1986, 1990, 1994, and 

1998. This study was first published in 1985 and is updated 
here. 

When this cycle first came under scrutiny, analysts attributed the 
phenomenon to the four years in the presidential cycle. They theorized 
that the government stimulated the economy through the Federal Reserve 
at election time to provide the illusion of prosperity and ensure the re- 
election of the incumbent. However, closer analysis reveals that the cycle 
also exists in countries where elections are held every six or eight years. 
Yet local media people continue to describe bull and bear markets in 
terms of their own economies and local events. They do not see that there 
is some larger force at work, known as the principle of commonality. In 
addition, the cycle existed well before the establishment of the Fed in 
1913. 

Some Wall Street veterans contend that the Rothschilds were the first 
to discover and use the cycle for profitable trading. Earlier in the last 
century, a New York investment group reportedly employed a 
mathematician to uncover the Rothschild’s secret. More recently, Veryl 
L. Dunbar wrote about a 3.84-year cycle in the June 30, 1952 issue of 
Barrons. 

There is a planetary correlation to this cycle. In order to determine the 
length of a synodic planetary period in longitude (the length of time that 
elapses from the conjunction of two bodies to their next conjunction), 
substitute the sidereal periods in the following formula: 


Ax B/(A - B) = Synodic Cycle 
where A and B are the sidereal periods of the two planets involved 


Substitution of the sidereal periods of the planet o* and the asteroid 
Vesta into this formula gives a cycle of 3.90 years, very close to 
Dunbar’s 3.84 years. As an aside, I have found that Vesta is usually 
prominent in the natal horoscopes of professional stock traders. 

The effect of the Mars-Vesta cycle on the Dow is depicted in graph 1. 
The graph shows the average tendency for the Dow to move in 
percentage terms as Mars and Vesta make a complete cycle. 
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When the study was first run in 1985, there was a tendency for the 
market to top at the 90° aspect and to bottom at the 240° angle. Since that 
time, there have been four more completed cycles. Both the high and the 
low points in the cycle seem to have drifted back by about 15° in the last 
15 years. However, in updating the study, I adhered to the original 
decision rule that was derived in 1985. 

The following table demonstrates the results of a mechanical buy- 
and-sell strategy versus and simple buy-and-hold strategy since 1903. 
The rule assumes that the investor bought the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average whenever Mars and Vesta were 240° apart and sold them when 
the pair was 90° apart. In cases where the aspect occurred more than once 


due to retrograde motion, the last aspect was selected as the buy or sell 
signal. 
Cycle $ Buy DJIA Sell DJIA % 
No. Invested 240° 90° Change 
1 1,000 12/11/03 46 5/11/06 93 102% 
2 2,016 12/22/07 58 6/3/09 94 61% 
cs 3,256 2/10/11 85 TMZ 75 -12% 
4 2,859 2/9/15 57 8/14/17 92 61% 
5 4,613 2/20/19 83 9/11/21 71 -14% 
6 3,949 3/16/23 104 10/2/25 146 40% 
z 5,548 5/4/27 169 10/15/29 347 106% 
8 11,425 7/8/31 144 11/16/32 63 -56% 
9 5,005 8/26/35 129 12/9/36 181 40% 
10 7,022 7/13/38 137 1/4/41 132 4% 
I 6,771 9/15/42 106 2/2/45 154 45% 
12 9,792 10/27/46 166 3/2/49 174 5% 
13 10.261 11/20/50 232 3/22/53 287 24% 
14 12,720 12/1/54 384 4/23/56 507 32% 
15 16,792 1/13/58 440 6/2/60 628 43% 
16 23,983 1/19/62 701 W164 846 21% 
17 28,956 1/29/66 984 8/11/68 881 -10% 
18 25,938 2/16/70 754 9/2/72 969 29% 
19 33,347 3/22/74 878 9/13/76 983 12% 
20 37,329 5/21/78 855 10/19/79 815 -5% 
21 35,565 7/20/82 833 11/13/83 1254 50% 
22 53,513 5/28/85 | 1302 12/7/87 | 1812 39% 
23 74,501 8/1/89 2641 12/31/91 3169 20% 
24 89,396 9/25/93 3543 1/21/96 6884 94% 
25) 173,695 1/10/97 | 6704 1/31/00 | 10941 63% 
26 283,472 | 11/13/00* 3/17/03_| 


¢ There are three buy-signal trines over a period of one year: the 
first is 11/13/2000, as listed in the table, and the next two are 
5/14/2001 and 11/10/2001 


e — Mars-Vesta Buy/Sell strategy yields: $283,472 
Buy-and-Hold strategy yields: $117,645 
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Meridian: The Mars-Vesta Cycle in U.S. Stock Prices 


Following the rule, the portfolio generated 19 gains and 6 losses. A 
$1,000 portfolio would have grown to $283,472 versus $117,645 for the 
buy-and-hold strategy (that is, purchasing the Dow at the first cycle and 
holding to the last), These dollar figures ignore trading costs, interest 
rates, dividends, etc. Thus, the Mars-Vesta cycle outperforms the buy- 
and-hold by better then two to one. If one assumes that the funds in the 
Mars-Vesta portfolio were collecting interest between the sell and the 
buy signals, then the amount would be greater. But then we would also 
have to add dividend income into the buy-and-hold portfolio. Those who 
recall the first publication of this study in 1985 may note that the 
performance of the cycle has improved. Mars-Vesta outperformed by 1.9 
to 1 up to 1985. Currently, it is running at 2.4 to 1. All the buy signals 
since 1985 have been profitable. 

The strategy’s most notable failure was a buy into the 1931 bear 
market when Mars-Vesta was overpowered by stronger cycles. But the 
October 15, 1929 sell signal kept one out of the crash. The July 20, 1982 
buy signal was timely. Most recently, the January 31, 2000 sell-signal 
has protected portfolios from the year 2000 turmoil. 


This study first appeared in The Astrological Journal of the Astrological Association of 
Great Britain in 1985 and was reprinted by the NCGR in 1986. It also appeared in 
Llewellyn’s Financial Astrology for the 1990s without credit being given to the author. 
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The Waters of Zamzam: 
Those of the Prophet’s Line 


DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


Did you consider supplying water to the pilgrims and servicing the Sacrosanct 
Mosque as equal to one who believes in God and the Last Day, 
and fights in the cause of God? 
Qur’an,Sura 9:19 


When did stones ever become green through spring? 
Become dust, so that you may grow up as multicolored roses. 
Rumi, Mathnavi I: 1911 


URING THE Age of Ignorance, back in the days before the 

coming of Muhammad the Prophet, the unawakened peoples of 

Yemen and Arabia were disposed to venerate a lump of black 

stone set in one corner of the Ka'ba. Sunk in superstition, they 
were content to worship the stone simply for what it was, being inert 
matter of miraculous origins, rather than for the fact that it would be 
kissed at some future time by the Apostle of God. In a similar fashion 
there are those even today who speak of the prophets as if they were 
short-lived meteors streaking down through the black sky. Perversely, 
they would have us believe that human nature is readily transformed 
through sudden shocks and unheralded spiritual impacts. Are we to ven- 
erate the blackened remains of such angels? 

The Prophet himself was clearly instructed concerning meteoric phe- 
nomena, and we have learned from the Holy Book that such objects are 
more often the agents of quick, stinging retribution than of lasting exalta- 
tion. When he himself sought out heaven, Muhammad found it filled 
with meteors: “And indeed we sat in some places sitting to listen; hut 
whoever listens now finds a meteor lying in ambush for him” (Sura 72: 
8-9). Such a fate surely awaits he who cavesdrops (Sura 15: 18) and 
every rebellious devil (Sura 37: 6). 

We shall turn away from those who adventure in the archetypal 
realms, because for us the appearance of a prophet is like the flowering 
of a precious rose, the culmination of a long, slow process of spading, 
grafting and careful pruning. Prophecy for us —true prophecy — bursts 
into blossom only when conditions are exactly right, even should this 
take centuries, and after it has exhausted all the possibilities of glory, the 
transfiguring flower does indeed die. Accordingly, there are those who 
believe that the sap of great visions has long since dried up, and they are 
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now content to have their souls caressed by old lovers, by those of the 
Prophet’s line. For even if its petals lie strewn upon the ground, the per- 
fume of the rose lingers afterwards upon the air. 

One does not just saunter absentmindedly through the garden of Is- 
lam. One does not just wander here and there plucking blossoms, expect- 
ing that others will grow. Instead, the mind of the beholder should be or- 
dered and prayerful, for this is a sacred place, stern and lovely, beneath 
which cool rivers flow. 

Often there are difficulties, though, when people enter the garden 
through its Western gate. Beyond the forbidding walls they all at once 
find themselves tangled in aromas and dizzied by the multiplicity of 
birds. Everywhere they hear the sound of fountains, but there is only hot 
sand beneath their feet; and when the slim, golden tendrils start curling 
around their wrists, often they feel outright panic. Rather than luxuriate, 
they look for some exit. Rather than surrender, they choose to interpret 
their experience. 

To understand the Westerner’s discomfort we must remember that 
Christians and Muslims, even though they acknowledge the same line of 
prophets, have repeatedly waged holy war upon one another. For some 
centuries this was to the advantage of Islam. However, in recent times 
the superiority of its war machines has allowed the West easy access to 
the Bible lands, over which Islam once 
held sway. For those Westerners who 
journeyed there it was a heady experience 
to stand upon the very ground which 
Abraham had surveyed. Yet the realities 
of present-day pastoralism tended to spoil 
their raptures, and these same Europeans 
found themselves concluding that the Ar- 
abs were unworthy anymore to hold cus- 
tody over such holy places. “Decadent” 
was surely not too strong a term for a 
population that had scarcely progressed 
since the Mongol invasions of the thir- 
teenth century, and which even today re- 

mained indifferent to the discoveries of 
“ALLAH” science and technology. 

Ina more sophisticated form this same ethnocentrism circulated among 
Western scholars as an “orientalist” discourse that represented the peo- 
ples of the Near East in ways that were essentially alien to them. Assum- 
ing the intermediary’s role, these scholars concluded that the Orient was 
incapable of representing itself to the West in its own terms, but that its 
culture demanded extensive commentary and interpretation. 

A root text, such as the Quran, needed to be set within an intellectual 
mold familiar to Europeans; and only “after it had passed through and 
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been made firm by the refining fire of the orientalist’s work” was the 
item considered credible and sound. Orientalism, in fact, was a major in- 
tellectual prop of Western imperialist aggression, for without taking it 
into account, “one cannot possibly understand the enormously systematic 
discipline by which European culture was able to manage — and even 
produce — the Orient politically, sociologically, militarily, ideologically, 
scientifically, and imaginatively during the post-Enlightenment period” 

Currently, a sure sign of orientalism would be the psychohistorian’s 
effort to interpret the Iranian revolution as a classic example of “mytho- 
cathexis”, or the political scientist’s attempt “to test the applicability of 
the charismatic typology” in the case of the Mahdi of the Sudan. But 
there are other possibilities that may be less obvious, simply because 
they lie closer to home. 

Thus: in the old part of town a crowd has gathered to watch the pro- 
cession of Muharram. Everyone expects to see the participants wail un- 
controllably and perhaps even flagellate themselves, for once a year at 
this time the Shiite community publicly laments the death of Imam 
Husayn, the grandson of the Prophet, who was killed in futile battle some 
thirteen centuries before. Standing among the onlookers at a discrete dis- 
tance from the action is a tall Westerner wearing a crumpled white suit. 
In one pocket he carries a capsule history of Islam, which lists a great 
many important names, dates and places. In the other pocket he keeps a 
miniaturized computer, which allows him to calculate planetary positions 
in the manner of Western astrology. With an abstracted air he sets about 
casting a birth chart for Imam Husayn. This he compares with the plane- 
tary pattern at the time of Husayn s death. It doesn’t take long for him to 
recognize the telltale signature of transiting 4 ¢ ¥, in quadrature to natal 
o. “Interesting expression of the self-sacrificing hero archetype,” he 
mutters to himself. And then he returns to his hotel. 

This too is orientalism. How can it be otherwise? 


profitable to approach Islam in the same way that we dealt with 

the Ch’ing Dynasty’. In the latter instance we located a formative 
moment — the enthronement of Dorgon —that proved to resonate with 
subsequent events down through an entire B cycle, until the Dynasty it- 
self withered away. But such an approach was possible only because the 
Chinese polity constituted a unity at many levels. Hierarchically inte- 
grated, it functioned sometimes for centuries at a time with considerable 
efficiency; and even though the contrary tugs of central and local power 
occasionally fomented rebellion, that too was treated as part of an overall 
effort to restore harmony. In a context such as this it does not seem to 
violate the Confucian ethos if we erect a “generative” birth map set for 


Fe: REASONS which are not at all “orientalist” we deem it un- 


' See “The Drowning Dragon” in Considerations XV: 2, pages 39-72. 
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that awesome moment when the new dynastic cycle commenced. If they 
had access to an Ephemeris of the outer planets, surely the Confucian 
literati would have done the same. 

In contrast, however, to the Chinese experience, Islamic civilization is 
best thought of as a “network world”, marvelous in its own right for the 
fact that it persisted for centuries without any apparent integration at all. 
Although of course there are variations from region to region and from 
era to era, on the whole Islamic institutions were not as precisely articu- 
lated as the Chinese, nor were its regimes as responsive to the popula- 
tions they governed. Furthermore, in the Islamic world the state elites 
were not encadred by any uniform educational or cultural attainments; 
and when, after the eleventh century, religious learning became an ac- 
cepted source of prestige, the State generally managed to keep the ulama 
— the clerics —at arm’s length. All in all, Islamic societies were organ- 
ized less by the State than by a system of micro-politics, in which “one 
finds a vast mosaic of small groups with little unity or even similarity of 
type”. 

Now, in a world of this kind, a network world, it would surely be 
strange for an astrologer to argue on behalf of a generative moment that 
would resonate for centuries across the entire motley civilization, from 
Morocco to Bali. Very likely his voice would be lost in a welter of con- 
tention. But more than that, in the case of Islam we are dealing with his- 
tory at great depth, and this has implications for a considered astrology 
as well. Because almost six B cycles have elapsed since the Prophet's 
birth, can we really hope that any of the signal events from that distant 
time will still be astrologically sensitive today? And how terrible it 
would be if they were! If, unlike memories, the deeds of humanity did 
not fade away on the subtle planes sooner or later, then we would have to 
submit to a nightmarish vision of the world — one in which the transit- 
ing planets elicit more and more echoes with each cycle, until the gather- 
ing hubbub from time past bewilders and finally deafens us. Simply for 
this reason it seems wise to abandon any search for a generative moment, 
where immense spans of time are concerned. 

For Islam this is especially the case, since from its viewpoint history 
is not to be conceived as an ordered progression, evolutionary or other- 
wise. Indeed, the inner meaning of history is known to God alone, who in 
His grace maintains it by an act of continuous creation, instant by instant, 
epiphanically. Those in the West who cling to a causal explanation for 
historical facts may quail before such a conception; for if they are to find 
any comfort in it, the intellectual mind must surrender to a reality over 
which it can exert no control. But did Rumi not say: “There is an intellect 
like the disc of the sun, and another less than Venus or a shooting star’? 

For illumination we gaze again upon the rose. Bedewed, tipped with 
thorn, blowzy, and shorn: Behold! it is fourfold. And behold, too, these 
four visionaries of Islam — the martyr, the warrior, the fool, and the 
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heretic —as each flourishes for an instant beneath the slinking planets. 
Between these four lives there are no causal connections; yet “there can 
be a connection between visions, which are also facts, but different in na- 
ture”. Yet we also know, in linking together these moments of incandes- 
cence, that it is a mystery even to the gardener why the rose, already per- 
fect, bothers to propagate. 


said that Muhammad himself gave the child suckle with his own 

tongue. It is even written that for the first forty days the Prophet 
of Prophets was Husayn’s sole source of nourishment, since he had for- 
bidden Fatimah, the mother, from nursing the newborn herself. Else- 
where it is said that Husayn’s birth was attended by the angel Gabriel 
and by a thousand legions of lesser angels, who came certainly to share 
Muhammad’s joy but also to lament Husayn’s fated martyrdom on the 
bleak plain of Karbala. 

The most trustworthy authorities concur that Husayn was born on the 
fifth of Sha’ban in the fourth year of the Hijrah, this being 10" January 
626 by the Gregorian calendar’ Judging simply from the noon positions 
of the planets that day, we can recognize in Husayn’s birth chart an aus- 
picious combination of gentle compassion () ¢ ? in ) and executive 
skill (a 6 © a 4 o in I?) This last aspect, together with a waxing OQ u 
P, thoroughly refutes the malicious view that Husayn went to his death 
out of weakness or ineptitude. Still, by virtue of 4 in I 0 ¥ in T? we shall 
have to assume that Husayn more than once gave expression to his lofty 
indifference for worldly concerns. 

By any rightful order of succession Husayn ibn ‘Ali should duly have 
assumed the Prophet’s mantle as the imam and caliph, the spiritual and 
temporal head, of all Islam. But such was not to be the case. Instead, 
Muhammad’s grandson was butchered on the orders of an impious 
usurper named Yazid. How vast the ocean of tears since shed on this ac- 
count! How great the sorrow of those Shi’a who still commemorate the 
martyrdom of this blameless man. 

It is known that in the smelting of precious metals a flame of specific 
intensity must be applied over a prolonged interval, otherwise the 
sought-after substance will merely turn volatile, or else not manifest at 
all. So too with prophetic beings. Truly to comprehend Husayn’s exem- 
plary life requires that we not just skim the crucible, but actually delve 
back through the generations before his birth to the time when his family 
clan, the Banu Hashim, was first entrusted with the sacred duty of provi- 
sioning the pilgrims who converged annually on the Ka’ba shrine at 


O F THE GRANDSON of the Prophet, of Husayn ibn ‘Ali it is 


2 See M. Ayoub, Redemptive Suffering in Islam (The Hague: Mouton, 1978), 74. 
I am grateful to Prof. Albertin Jwaideh, who kindly calculated the Gregorian 
equivalent for me. 
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Mecca. Thus, in the womb of eons the metal began to stir. 

We follow the Banu Hashim as their coffers swell. In large part this 
was due to the fact that they had custodianship of the well of Zamzam, 
which partook in the sacredness of the sanctuary. For it was not only pil- 
grims who drank of its waters; the huge trade caravans that halted at 
Mecca used them as well, and for a fee. Nevertheless, by the time of 
Muhammad’s birth the Hashim clan could no longer count on its sacred 
offices to generate wealth, and in fact it had fallen upon hard times. But 
this by no means implied the loss of its hereditary aura of sanctity among 
the citizenry of Mecca. Spiritual merit was not yet linked in their minds 
with economic prosperity. Such an equation indeed is only made when 
the flame of truth has almost sputtered out. 

Having lost both father and mother by the time he was six, the future 
Prophet was taken into the family of his uncle, Abu Talib, who happened 
to be the head of the Banu Hashim. ‘Ali, the son of Abu Talib, was thus a 
cousin to Muhammad and by the circumstances of their living together, 
virtually a foster brother. 

To others more worthy we shall leave the account of Muhammad’s 
years as the Seal of Prophets’. But in tracing the line of his true successor 


* Especially as we lack a reliable birth date. In this matter W. Montgomery Watt 
is very cautious, noting only that the birth year “is usually held to be about A.D. 
570.” In contrast Muhammad Zafrulla Khan asserts with no supporting evidence 
that “the child was born on 20 April 570.” Perhaps Sir William Muir is the most 
helpful. He is prepared to accept that Muhammad was born in the autumn of 
570; otherwise “the materials are too vague and discrepant for any close calcula- 
tion. But we are told that the event occurred about fifty-five days after the attack 
of Abraha; and we may accept, as an approximation, the date carefully com- 
puted by Caussin de Perceval, namely, the 20" of August.” See W.M. Watt, 
Muhammad at Mecca (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1953), 53; M.Z. Khan, 
Muhammad Seal of the Prophets (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980), 12; 
and Sir W. Muir, The life of Mohammad (Edinburgh: John Grant, 1923), 5. 

Of the two birthdays proposed, that of 20 August 570 seems to model Mu- 
hammad’s character best. Here the © at 28° Q opposes P. at 26° =, while retro- 
grade ¥ at 16° Q squares the midpoint of a loose conjunction of ¥ and ¢’, at 13° 6 
and 19° & respectively. Do these aspects not reflect the Prophet’s compulsion to 
uproot idolatry, and to speak out in defense of the Holy Grounds? Again, a natal 
Q at 14° GD % at 20° = may help us understand his concern to regulate the ac- 
tivities of women and to view familial relations in an altogether patriarchal light. 

The chart for 20" August 570 also sheds light on the strong connection be- 
tween Muhammad and his grandson Husayn. With Muhammad’s § + the child’s 
\ in IL we can picture the Prophet stimulating the child’s curiosity, while at the 
same time inspiring him with his oratory. Muhammad’s & 9, by squaring the 
child’s o” and opposing his ©, gives some emotional weight to the legend that 
the Prophet suckled Husayn himself. It is, however, in the realm of % and \X that 
the two charts are most strikingly interlinked. For here the Prophet’s ¥, at 21° 
29° ®, exactly trines Husayn ‘s , at 21° 46’ Ill, while his %, at 20° 16’ =, ex- 


18 


Considerations XV. 3 


we must recall one more time a crucial event that occurred during the 
Prophet’s Farewell Pilgrimage, on 10" March 632. Only a few miles out- 
side Mecca at a place called Ghadir Khum Muhammad had a special dais 
built, and from it following the noon prayers he made his last public ad- 
dress. Taking ‘Ali by the hand, Muhammad asked the gathering whether 
he was not superior in authority and person to the believers themselves. 
The crowd concurred with one voice. Then Muhammad declared: “He of 
whom I am the master, of him ‘Ali is also the master. 0 God, be the 
friend of him who is his friend, and be the enemy of him who is his en- 
emy.” 

While there can be no doubt concerning the authenticity of that which 
transpired at Ghadir Khum, it is only fair to point out that the word here 
rendered as “master” — mawla — can also mean "friend". Thus, from 
the thread of one ambiguous word the question of succession — indeed 
the fate of Islam — hung. 

One must also point out that the Apostle of God delivered his address 
when the ) at 27° Q was in separating opposition to $ at 25° s+. Ablaze 
with inspiration, was he tempted by words chosen more for their effect 
than for their substance? Grandiloquently, did he choose this title for ‘Ali 
on the spur of the moment? More consequential, however, is the fact that 
during Muhammad’s last public address a precise square was forming between 
of at 19° 30° % and X, retrograding at 19° 34’ =. Surely this aspect argues in the 
strongest terms that the Prophet’s decision was hasty and perhaps even ill- 
conceived. We know in any event that it would provoke leadership struggles, 
schism and assassination even among the Prophet’s very own companions. 


actly squares the child’s ©. Was Muhammad premature in telling his grandson 
about the political role that awaited him, and did this knowledge so overburden 
the child that he deferred taking responsibility until it was too late? 

Editor’s comment: There are at least two other suggested birth dates for Mu- 
hammed besides those in 570 that Doug Smith mentions. These are: 

B. V. Raman has a speculative time of 1:10 AM on 20" April, 571, at Mecca 
(21N20, 40E14). This is based on the statement in Hakeem’s Life of Muhammed 
(OUP 1948) that Muhammed was born on the 12" day of the month of Rabiul 
Awal. This has the © opposing } ¢ ». 

‘A much older source is quoted in an appendix to Kennedy & Pingree’s The 
Astrological History of Masha’allah (Harvard University Press, 1971), which the 
authors entitle ‘Masha’allah’s Date of the Prophet’s Birth’: “This date is re- 
corded in his Chronology by Al Biruni as being Monday, the day Khiir (11) of 
the month Dai in the year 41 of Aniishirwan at the beginning of the seventh hour 
with the © in “the liver of heaven” and the ascendant in &. 1 Favardin of the 
41" year of Anishirwan according to Masha’allah’s calendar was 3 May 571; 
and therefore 11 Dai, the day of the Prophet’s birth, was 7 February 572. The 0} 
was then in =, and would have been setting if © is in the ascendant.” 
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Yazid Husayn 4 


“Uthman Mu'awiya LW, 


*Affan ‘Abu Sufyan MUHAMMAD 
Abu'l'As Harb *Abdu'llah Abu Talib 
Umayya Hashim 
Quraysh 


Simplified genealogy of Muhammed’s clan 


Immediately following Muhammad’s death, at the assembly of 
Saqifa, there were those who expressed their objection to the fact that 
both spiritual and temporal power had been concentrated theocratically 
in the Prophet’s clan. With this in mind they pointedly chose to regard 
‘Ali only as the Prophet’s “friend”; and instead of ‘Ali, they elected as 
Muhammad’s successor a man named Abu Bakr, whose only real claim 
to the succession stemmed from the fact that he led the prayers during 
the Prophet’s last illness. 

For twenty-four years ‘Ali was kept from the position that was right- 
fully his. For the first twelve years the caliphate under Abu Bakr and 
“Umar was conducted according to the highest Islamic ideals. But fol- 
lowing ‘Umar’s assassination in 644 the Umayyad clan came to power. 
Traditionally the arch-rivals of the Banu Hashim, the Umayyads under 
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‘Uthman lost no time in staffing the Empire with their own family mem- 
bers, few of whom were worthy of high office; and for the next twelve 
years, until the assassination of ‘Uthman himself, Islam experienced a 
veritable dark age. By the time of this man’s death the major part of the 
population was seething with discontent, and in fact whole regions had 
been goaded into revolt. 

To this point ‘Ali of the Banu Hashim had kept out of the public eye. 
But now in A.H. 37 he was finally being pressed from all quarters to ac- 
cept the caliphate and heal the dissension within the Empire. For this rea- 
son ‘Ali, “the Prince of Caliphs, was “the first and only caliph in whose 
selection a great majority of the community took an active part.” And 
apart from this, “he was the first among the caliphs who, because of the 
circumstances of his birth, combined in his person both the dynastic and 
the theocratic principles of succession”. 

But ‘Ali himself had to contend with a serious revolt led by 
Mu’ awiya, the Umayyad governor of Syria; and as the military situation 
worsened, Muhammad’s cousin was in turn assassinated, in January 661. 

‘Ali’s eldest son, Hasan, thereupon succeeded to the caliphate. De- 
scribed by Western historians as “uxorious, unintelligent, incapable and a 
lover of luxury”, Hasan has been portrayed in kinder terms by Shi’ite 
scholars. But the fact remains that Hasan, in coming under severe mili- 
tary pressure, agreed to abdicate in favor of Mu’awiya. The deposed ca- 
liph retired to Medina, and after living out some quiet years he died there 
in 669 — poisoned, it is said, on the instigation of Mu’awiya himself. 

Upon his own death in 680 Mu’awiya was succeeded by his son 
Yazid, a drunkard and a profligate, who openly flouted the laws of Islam. 
Yazid was universally execrated, but the only real opposition to his reign 
could come from ‘Ali’s younger son, Husayn. During Mu’awiya’s ca- 
liphate Husayn had considered himself bound by the terms of Hasan’s 
abdication; however, when it was demanded that he pledge allegiance to 
Yazid directly, Husayn was compelled to act. 

Down through the generations it had been poured from crucible to 
crucible. Heated then cooled, in triumph and disgrace, the metal could 
not be further refined. It was pure enough at last to clasp the ruby of mar- 
tyrdom. 


‘of ¥ and the © were all conjoining Husayn 's natal 4 ¢ in TT, 


when on 10" September 680 he set out from Mecca with a small 

troop of family and trusted friends. These influences had surely 
triggered his indignation at Yazid’s desecration of Islam, and they argued 
moreover for a radical course of action if the pure tradition was to be 
preserved. But there was a more fundamental aspect guiding the situa- 
tion, in the fact that 4 at 12° 25’ @ and ¥ retrograding at 10° 59’ 6 were 
both squaring Husayn ‘s natal o” at 10° 21° =. It was under this latter as- 
pect that Husayn hit upon his strategy to brand Yazid for all time as a monster. 
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The grandson of the Prophet knew in his heart that Islam could no 
longer be revitalized through force of arms, but that a great spiritual vic- 
tory could be achieved, were he to submit to his enemies in a state of ut- 
ter prostration and helplessness. Western scholars might want to think of 
this as “passive aggression — the attitude that one can win through inac- 
tion, by claiming innocence when things turn out badly. Yet this is to ap- 
ply a psychiatric label across the span of centuries to a culture with very 
different orientations, a 1 culture (to use a label of our own), where it 
was believed that “a victory achieved through suffering and sacrifice is 
ever-lasting and leaves permanent imprints on man’s consciousness". 


Inner wheel Imam Husayn Outer wheel 
Husayn’s birth Husayn’s martyrdom 
10" January 626 19" October 680 
Medina, Saudi Arabia Karbala, Iraq 
Noon chart Noon chart 


Husayn and his tiny band set out for Iraq, responding on the face of it 
to an appeal from his beleaguered supporters in Kufa. But Yazid natu- 
rally took every measure to prevent the two forces from linking up. Dur- 
ing these tense days Kufa itself was virtually sealed off, while Husayn 
under military duress was forced to swerve away towards the plain of 
Karbala. There, on 2™ October 680 he was effectively surrounded by a 
military detachment some 4,000 strong. With his own people cut off 
from any source of water, Husayn agreed to negotiate, but all his efforts 
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came to naught; and eventually there dawned the day that is known as 
‘Ashura. On 10 Muharram A.H. 61 (10" October 680) the two sides at 
last joined battle. 

Fully aware that he was standing before history, Husayn dressed him- 
self in the cloak of the Prophet and rode towards his enemies with the 
Qur’an in his hand; and that morning he delivered a sermon so moving 
that one of the opposing commanders broke ranks and threw in his lot 
with him. 

Though Husayn’s force of 72 armed men acquitted itself nobly in sin- 
gle combat and brief forays, they fell one by one under a steady rain of 
arrows, until only Husayn and his half-brother ‘Abbas were left. Then 
‘Abbas, “the moon of the Banu Hashim”, was killed, and this left Husayn 
all alone. 

Bleeding and weary, Husayn retired to the tents to console the women 
and children, and to bid them all farewell. Taking up his infant son in his 
arms, Husayn pleaded with his foes to give the babe some water, but 
right at that moment an arrow pierced its throat. Sorrowful and aban- 
doned, Husayn seated himself at the door of his tent. Meanwhile, the en- 
emy troops milled about, hesitating to inflict the final blow on this man, 
who was the grandson of the Prophet, until he finally took up his sword 
and fell upon them. It was over quickly enough. Husayn was beheaded 
right in front of his family, his clothes were torn off, and his body was 
trampled in the dust by mounted horses. Afterwards, his severed head 
was taken to Damascus, where it was presented to Yazid in a lavish court 
ceremony. It is said that Yazid, fearing a political outcry, regretted then 
and there the indignities to which Husayn had been subjected; in any 
case he permitted the surviving captives, including Husayn’s infant son 
‘Ali, to return to Medina. 

Forty-eight years before Karbala the Prophet Muhammad had initi- 
ated a course of action under a sharp o” OK. His impulsive show of sup- 
port for ‘Ali had kindled hopes in some quarters that Islam would enjoy a 
legitimate line of succession, and that the Empire would not be rent by 
schism. As these hopes proved more and more illusory, the current of 
history moved towards a paradigmatic moment of sacrifice and loss, ex- 
pressed in the square of o* to 4 and ¥. Again, as at Ghadr Khum, the 
same signs — 4 and  — were involved, reflecting an underlying in- 
ability to keep administrative demands and personal loyalties apart. 

It has already been noted that 4 and ¥ were in hard aspect to 
Husayn’s natal o during these tragic times. But at Karbala they were 
also forming a square to transiting o*. Indeed, at noon on the day of 
‘Ashura, when Husayn and his companions were performing the special 
prayer for calamitous situations, o’ at 12° 25’ = was only seven arc- 
minutes from precisely squaring the 4/? midpoint at 12° 32’ 6. 

At Karbala a martyr’s blood was shed. At Karbala the hope for a uni- 
fied Islam seeped away in the sand like a withered rose. 
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Husayn’s sacrifice may have demonstrated for all to see how cruel 
and unrepentant were the rulers of the time. But his death also helped 
harden the division of Islam into Sunni and Shi’a tendencies. For this 
reason the engagement at Karbala has been treated as one of the major 
signposts in “the irrevocable misdirection of history.” Certainly it is a 
desolate prospect, the babble and quarreling that will more and more blot 
out any vision of the realms of pure light. As the shadows darken we 
huddle around our little fires, telling garbled tales about stale miracles. 
And yet in the midst of our loss a flower emerges, a growing plant whose 
stem must fork, so that its two main branches might each claim half the 


sky. 


HEN A COMMUNITY stops hoping for an immediate relief 
Wie suffering, it may experience a spate of redemptive vi- 

sions in which some great saving being intervenes in the 
world process expressly on that community’s behalf. In their tireless zeal 
the Christian missionaries have made the scenario of apocalypse and res- 
urrection standard fare worldwide; but this should not blind us to the fact 
that the redeemer motif permeates Islam, that other great branch of Juda- 
ism, as well. In its own scheme of salvation Islam, however, departs from 
Christianity in several respects. 

Islam, for one thing, does not conceive of humankind as naturally sin- 
ful and therefore in need of personal salvation. Rather, the basic empha- 
sis is cast at the collective level, in the shared responsibility of Muslims 
to establish the ideal community, the wma, as Muhammad himself con- 
ceived it. Whatever hampers the attainment of this ideal would be swept 
away with unremitting militancy. Again, for Muslims the redeemer was 
imagined as a lineal descendant of the Prophet, who would lead them in 
opposition to corrupt authority in the restoration of the pure community. 
Sometimes referred to the Mahdi, the divinely guided one, this saving 
being would appear at a time of cataclysmic trouble, “filling the earth 
with justice even as it has been filled with injustice.” But for Muslims the 
Mahdi’s appearance was considered a unique event, rather than a Second 
Coming. 

Redemptive expectations became a point of contention in the years 
following Muhammad’s death, when a split began to form in the Muslim 
world between those who were content to find salvation in their alle- 
giance to custom and community, and those who sought passionately for 
other ways. For the Sunnites, who took the community as the infallible 
point of reference, the notion of the Mahdi threatened disruption. Their 
theologians and juriconsults accordingly tended to downplay the whole 
thing. The Shiites, on the other hand, who took the view that the commu- 
nity could not exist at all without a divinely appointed guide, were more 
prone to welcome redemptive figures. Centered largely in Iran, the Shi- 
ites over time elaborated a doctrine according to which the redeemer was 


24 


Considerations XV: 3 


never really absent, but only in occultation. 

To the disgruntlement of the learned elite, messianic hopes continued 
to be cherished amongst Sunni believers at the popular level. This was 
especially the case in the so-called “Islamic fringe areas”. Here the con- 
servative authorities were too thinly dispersed to shield the community 
against upstart claimants to the prophet’s mantle. Aspiring redeemers 
thus emerged repeatedly in the hinterlands of North Africa and else- 
where. For the most part their careers were cut short by military interven- 
tion, but there is one great exception. In the Sudan a Mahdi appeared 
who was able to mobilize his people, sweep away an oncrous administra- 
tion, and establish a powerful Islamic state. In so doing he applied the 
first serious check to imperialist expansion in the nineteenth century. 


Inner Wheel The Sudanese Outer Wheel 
Birth Mahdi Manifestation 
12" August 1844 28" June 1881 
Labab Island, Sudan Aba Island, Sudan 
14:00 LMT (spec.) Noon LMT (spec) 


Muhammad Ahmad was born on 12" August 1844 on Labab Island, 
some five hundred miles downstream from Khartoum. His family, whose 
trade was boat building, traced its descent from Muhammad, which of 
course was a precondition for the acceptance of any Mahdist candidate. 
When still a child Muhammad Ahmad moved with his family to the envi- 
rons of Khartoum, where wood was in better supply. Soon thereafter his 
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father died. Having received a rudimentary village education, at 17 the 
future Mahdi decided upon a religious vocation within the Sammaniya 
Sufi Order. He stayed with his first teacher for seven years, becoming 
licensed as a shaykh of the Order at the end of this time. He married, and 
then traveled south to Aba Island, where he set up his headquarters. 

Sometime in 1878 a dispute arose between Muhammad Ahmad and 
his former teacher, due perhaps to the younger man’s growing popularity 
and to his condemnation of the old shaykh’s self-indulgence. The upshot 
was that Muhammad was expelled from the Order, in spite of his protes- 
tations of submission. In this contretemps Muhammad Ahmad revealed 
something of his basic character: “the fundamentalist rigorism of his re- 
ligious outlook, the highly strung emotionalism expressing itself in dra- 
matic and exaggerated postures of humility, the reluctance to rupture re- 
lations until repeated appeals had been made to his opponent”. 

Muhammad Ahmad decided to attach himself to another prominent 
shaykh, who was very old and could not be expected to live much longer. 
This man in fact died the same year, and his new disciple thereupon suc- 
ceeded him. At this point certain of his followers began to see in Mu- 
hammad Ahmad a fulfillment of the Mahdist prophecies. Apocalyptic 
expectations were already running high in those years, partly because of 
widespread destitution, and partly out of religious disgust at the decadent 
ways of the Egyptian administrators. Encouraged to think along these 
lines, Muhammad Ahmad began to study the relevant texts to see 
whether his own life did indeed fit the messianic mold. 

Through a number of letters and proclamations Muhammad Ahmad 
documented the vision, or series of visions, which finally convinced him 
of his mission as the Expected Deliverer. As in these words to a Sufi 
leader in Libya, he presented himself as Muhammad’s rightful succes- 
sor": 

And the Lord (Muhammad) informed me that I am the Expected Ma- 
hdi, and he appointed me his successor and sat me in his throne in the 
presence of the four Khalifahs_... and he gave me his sword ... and 
informed me that no one can conquer me after I receive his sword of 
victory. Then he told me that God has given me a sign of the Mahdi, 


* Because Muhammad had described himself as the Seal of Prophecy, as the last 
of the Abrahamic line of prophets, it would have been “the worse sort of heresy” 
for the Mahdi to claim any supernatural or divine appointment as another 
prophet. Through all sorts of symbols and devices Muhammad Ahmad strove 
only to replicate the Prophet’s career. Thus he described himself, not as the ini- 
tiator of a new order, but as “the one who revives what has died in religion, and 
the one who exposes what has become buried of the Sunna of the Prophets and 
Messengers”. Were it not for their anti-colonial implications, the so-called vi- 
sions of Muhammad Ahmad would have to be treated in our own terms as rap- 
tures. 
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and that is the mole on my right cheek. And he gave me another sign 
—a banner of light which goes before in the hour of battle. ... Then 
the Prophet said, “You are created from the light in the center of my 
heart”. 

This precious knowledge he first communicated to his closest disci- 
ples. That was sometime in March 1881. Later, he journeyed into the 
western province of Kordofan to sound out opinion and to locate a place 
of future refuge. After this he made his zuhur, his Manifestation, as the 
Mahdi. This public and irreversible proclamation took place on 29" June 
1881, on Aba Island, in the presence mostly of loyal Baqqara tribesmen. 

In conformity with Quranic tradition; the newly manifested Mahdi 
called upon his adherents to undertake a hijra, a pious emigration, into 
Kordofan. Before this could be accomplished, however, his little band 
had to confront an armed force sent south by steamer to quell the distur- 
bance. Armed only with sticks, swords and spears, they miraculously 
routed two companies of troops on the very day of their Mahdi’s birth. 
The next evening they began their long trek. 

As Muhammad had done before him, the Mahdi chose to call his 
followers ansar, helpers, and the mountainous place that was his 
destination he named Massa. In their first few engagements with 
government troops, also in observance of prophetic precedent, the ansar 
avoided using firearms they had previously captured; and it wasn’t until 
the siege of El Obeid, after they had been dealt a serious defeat, that 
these were broken out. This provincial capital finally fell into their hands 
on 19" January 1883. 

Further military successes, including the annihilation of the Hicks’ 
expedition at Shaykan on 5" November 1883, had the effect of isolating 
the key city of Khartoum, at the confluence of the White and Blue Niles. 
In February 1884 the British cabinet decided to evacuate the entire Su- 
dan, save for the port of Suakin on the Red Sea, and it chose General 
Charles Gordon to implement this policy. Years before General Gordon 
had waged an antislavery campaign in the southern Sudan and so he 
knew the country well. Unfortunately, transiting was aligning with an 
exact 4 & % in the General’s birth chart. This made his judgment un- 
sound. Instead of evacuating Khartoum, he countermanded orders and 
resolved to dig in until a relief column came. By the middle of May 
Khartoum was completely surrounded. In the next months Charles 
Gordon, whose natal 4 was also exactly * ¥, had ample time to contem- 
plate his impending martyrdom. That came on 26" January 1885, when 
the city fell amidst dreadful carnage. 

Though now the leader of a sovereign Islamic state, the Mahdi him- 
self did not have much time to enjoy the exercise of power. On 22™ June 
1885, in the forenoon, he died, apparently from typhus. To his successor, 
the Khalifa ‘Abdallahi, fell the dual responsibility of building a state on 
the purist Islamic model, and of waging a holy war beyond the borders of 
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the Sudan into Egypt. ‘Abdallahi, however, did not have the Mahdi’s 
mandate, even though he claimed to have visions in which the Mahdi ap- 
peared in order to guide him, and in short order rifts began to form 
within the realm. Externally, the British, who continued to think of the 
Sudan as lying within their sphere of interest, kept chafing at the Mahdi’s 
success. A jingoist press would not let the public forget the daft General 
Gordon, until an expeditionary forces at last was mustered. Under Sir 
Horatio Herbert Kitchener, this Anglo-Egyptian army cut the Sudanese 
resistance to pieces using the latest machine guns, in September 1898 
Khartoum itself was recaptured. 

As we delve into the astrology of the Mahdi we must bear in mind 
that he undertook his mission within a literate milieu that was founded 
upon the Quran and presided over by watchful theologians with jural 
powers. Because literacy does not permit the accommodating forgetful- 
ness of oral cultures, Muhammad Ahmad had to steer a course that was 
in line with Sunnite tradition. This constraint is reflected in his natal 
chart, in the close opposition between a Q ) and % retrograde in #. But 
in this same alignment we can also see his urge to hector the old guard 
and ultimately to assume leadership of the community. 

In this visionary’s chart the fiery signs and certain incendiary aspects 
predominate. In the separating conjunction of © and of in Q there is a 
fierce and righteous militancy. Again, the close ¥ ¢ X in the first deca- 
nate of T, 4 J, reflects the Mahdi’ s impulse to throw himself into revo- 
lutionary struggle. 

Asa visionary, however, the Sudanese Mahdi does not stand so easily 
revealed. In his birth chart there is an applying opposition to ¥ from the 
© and ¢’, wide by 3° and 5° respectively. Indicating a heightened sensi- 
tivity, these aspects should have been strongly activated at the time of the 
Mahdi’s visionary experience in March of 1881. But actually there were 
no major transits or progressions occurring at that time. Moreover, the 
visions themselves do not seem to have involved the appearance of the 
Prophet himself, but only the fact that a message was communicated 
from him. As such they lack the character of revitalization experiences, 
where luminous presences abound; and we might even wonder whether 
the Mahdi in his visionary accounts was not simply employing conven- 
tional figures of speech to accord with Sunni tradition. 

It is when we turn to the time of his Manifestation that the Mahdi’s 
visionary alignment comes into sharp focus. Eleven days before his zu- 
hur a conjunction of 4 and ¥ occurred at 15° 8; and on the day of his zu- 
hur six planets were bunched in &, all squaring his visionary axis by 
sign. In particular, 4 was exactly 0 o’, with 2 exactly 0 ¥. This very 
outward, very political moment thus became the occasion for his ¥ flo- 
rescence. But this is hardly in the Western mold. How, then, are we to 
account for it? 

In applying Western astrology to these events in the Sudan we should 
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remember that for Islam salvation is understood collectively, as an ideal 
possibility for the entire community of believers. This being the case, the 
influence of + and ¥ may not be experienced so much in terms of inward 
visions, as in the enhanced magnetism of humanity itself. On that day 
late in June Muhammad Ahmad lost himself, not in his dreams, but in his 
people. And for all its sharp thorns, this was a flower so richly scented as 
to revive the drooping garden whole. 


farce, consider well the story of Muhammad Jumat Adesina, a 
Mahdi who liberated no one. 

Muhammad Jumat was born on 18" May 1896 in Ijebu-Ode, Western 
Nigeria. We have not been favored with much information concerning 
his early years, but certainly he must have been a precocious youth, judg- 
ing from the fact that by 1918 he was already serving as Imam for the 
Yoruba Muslims in the city of Kano. Four years later he returned to 
Tjebu-Ode, where he founded several Muslim schools. Apart from work- 
ing as a bookseller and a tutor in Arabic, Muhammad Jumat also prac- 
ticed as an astrologer and a fortuneteller, and it may have been these two 
trades that finally got him into trouble. 

Through his sensitivity to omens and his knowledge of the stars Mu- 
hammad Jumat gradually came to conclude that he would enjoy a special 
destiny as the Guided One, the Mahdi in the last Age. He did not have to 
look far for evidence of the wars and pestilence that were to presage the 
Redeemer’s coming — for what could be more momentous than the 
Great War and the influenza pandemic that followed? — but in regards 
to his own personal election Muhammad Jumat thought that the sighting 
of the Tail Star in 1894 was especially telling. Not only did this event 
proclaim his own birth, but it was also an auspicious sign that “the Son 
of Man and his good fellowship of disciples will soon appear in his fa- 
ther’s glory.” 

Muhammad Jumat experienced a number of visions, or at least pow- 
erful dreams, which seemed to foretell of his future mission. These be- 
gan, it seems, as early as 1928, when he dreamt of a large lion that was 
standing before three great rulers. The rulers assigned him the task of 
killing the beast, which he did. To Muhammad’s mind the lion repre- 
sented the Antichrist (Dajjal), whom he would kill in his capacity as the 
Mahdi. 

Ten years later, on 12" December 1938, Muhammad Jumat was intro- 
duced to a spirit called “Mr. Domar”, who, though veiled, proclaimed 
himself the messenger of God. From that time on Mr. Domar visited 
Muhammad every night until the 19" January 1941. On that occasion the 
future Mahdi happened to notice that Satan and his evil entourage were 
keeping close company with Mr. Domar. Naturally Muhammad banished 
the whole crowd forthwith. 


B ECAUSE VISIONS can repeat themselves the second time as 
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If we were to approach the Mr. Domar interlude from the perspective 
of Western astrology, we might want to note that in Muhammad Jumat’s 
birth map there is a nearly exact square of 2 in & to } in Q. By itself this 
is a sure indicator of self-gratification; however in the period from 1938 
to 1941 P was repeatedly conjoining this natal 4, while on the night of 
the first visitation transiting oM at 0° Tl was closely squaring it. Together 
these two aspects had the effect of boosting his pleasure-seeking function 
onto the higher realms of self-aggrandizement. 


Inner Wheel Muhammed Outer Wheel 
Birth Jumat Manifestation 
8" May 1896 Adesina 20" December 1941 
Tjebu-Ode, Nigeria Ijebu-Ode, Nigeria 
8:20 LMT (rect) 10:30 LMT 


Some eight months later, on the night of 29" August 1941 —only two 
weeks after } had transited his natal  — Muhammad Jumat was amply 
rewarded for his spiritual discernment when the Spirit of Truth (RuA al- 
Haq) appeared before him in a dream. This mighty encounter prompted 
Muhammad’s decision to make a public proclamation of his election as 
the Mahdi. Thus, on 20 December 1941 between the hours of 10:30 and 
twelve noon he stood before the Awujale Gbelegbuwa II of Ijebu-Ode 
and one by one enumerated all the portents and visions that had been be- 
stowed upon him over the years. It must have been an impressive recita- 
tion, for the Awujale and some other local chiefs came to accept that they 
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were standing in the presence of the Mahdi himself. To Muhammad Ju- 
mat they offered their every support. 

Here too, in the matter of Muhammad Jumat’s Manifestation, there 
are some useful insights that Western astrology has to offer. For one 
thing we might note that transiting # has been opposing the Mahdi ‘s na- 
tal ), aH ). Such an aspect does not ordinarily guarantee the revelation 
of eternal truths, but it does at least provide a medium subtle enough that 
spirits foreign to this world can feel right at home. However, on the very 
day of the Manifestation there was another aspect taking place that was 
absolutely uncanny in its precision. This involved *» retrograding at 22° 
40’ & o? Muhammad Jumat ‘s natal ) at 22° 41’ TI. The two planets thus 
fell short of geometric exactitude by only one arc minute. Natally, and 
X are loosely conjunct’, being within 7° of each other, but they are op- 
posed by a 0 © in the vicinity of their far midpoint. Such a configuration 
runs counter to the 9/4 theme of self-gratification. Indeed, it suggests 
that time and again success has been unaccountably withheld. However, 
there is also the implication that the native will strive to be uniquely his 
own man, by turning opposition to his own advantage. Knowing this, we 
can muster up some sympathy for the pretender as he stood before the 
elders delivering his shocking pronouncement. Whatever his merit as a 
spiritual exemplar, Muhammad Jumat that morning bit the bullet clean 
through. 

With the elders behind him Muhammad Jumat set about building his 
“Tjebu Islamic Reformative Society", complete with a women’s auxiliary 
and a constitution larded with astrological arcana. This Mahdi 's intention 
was first to win the support of political leaders in the Islamic heartland, 
and then to open branches of his society everywhere in the world. But on 
a day-to-day basis life was not easy for Muhammad, because as a 
prophet in his own land he had to weather the incessant ridicule directed 
at him by the press and by people in the street. 

With the waning of the Second Great War the opportunity arose for 
Muhammad Jumat to make his pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina as the 
Expected One. Accompanied by about 200 hundred followers, he took a 
train to Kano, and then from there traveled to Bornu, Fort-Lamy and 
Khartoum. Leaving the majority of his troupe in Khartoum, Muhammad 
Jumat proceeded on to Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, where he expected to be 
received with all the courtesies due to a World Redeemer. 

But the King of Saudi Arabia, as a representative of naa Lath 

let himself by impressed by a dubious Deliverer from the 
uu sa He ordered that Jumat be anrested apg anee 
fore the religious court under charges of imposture. 


junction of and gave rise 
[ ist culture the same conjunction o: 
5 qm the context of modernist 


to the surrealist sensibility. 


31 


——— 


Smith: The Waters of Zamzam 


such a thing in the environs of the Ka’ba was no laughing matter, and 
Jumat might have spent years in close confines, were it not for the inter- 
cession of the Nigerian government, which presented a picture of the 
Mahdi as suffering from mental problems. Muhammad Jumat was al- 
lowed to complete his Hajj rites under the guard of four policemen, and 
then he was put on the boat for Port Sudan. 

When at last he reached Khartoum, Muhammad Jumat found that al- 
most all of his followers had lost their lives from malnutrition and ill 
health, while those who did survive were quite deranged. They had ap- 
parently extolled the Mahdi ' s virtues to such an extent that the people of 
Khartoum — many of whom kept alive memories of Muhammad Ahmad 
— refused them all assistance. But even a tragedy of such proportions 
did not bring the pretender to his senses. He continued on home by him- 
self, leaving the few survivors to find their own way back, for in his view 
they had only proven their inadequacy and sinfulness. He likened them to 
the Israelites, who backslid in the desert while Moses was receiving the 
tablets. 

Four years later, in 1949, some of these erstwhile pilgrims straggled 
back into Ijebu-Ode. Upon hearing their own version of the disaster the 
local elders convened a court, accusing Muhammad Jumat of contraven- 
ing the laws and traditions of the land. But Jumat stood on his dignity, 
casting himself in the role of a persecuted prophet, and eventually a 
higher court dismissed the case. 

Muhammad Jumat died on 17" February 1959. His one lasting legacy 
was a mosque, called The Pilgrim’s Mosque, which was dedicated some 
twelve years before. This building, which the Mahdi at times thought of 
as replacing the sanctuary in Mecca, was constructed on the pattern of 
the Cross and the Union Jack, for Muhammad Jumat firmly believed that 
the “British Government is the only Government guided by the holy 
Spirit and this is why it is stable”. Within, the Mosque bears the sign of 
the twelve stars and the twelve gates, representing the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Without, there is perhaps a small courtyard, where the wattled 
rose, pink and perspiring, clings to a crooked trellis. 


the Lord of the Age, who arrived in Shiraz, a city in southern 

Iran, on the 22% May 1844. His name was Mulla Husain 
Bushrui. While walking through the city, already strangely moved, he 
encountered a youth of striking appearance, whose green turban pro- 
claimed his descent from the Prophet Muhammad. This young man 
greeted Mulla Husain with overwhelming kindness, and he invited him 
to dine at his home that very evening. 

After prayers, in the upper c! A : " 
asked Mulla Husain how tl Fa his modest resideneewhis host 
Age, the long-awaited Redeemer of Shi'a Islam Mada ihe the 

lam. Husain cited the 


. S THE STORY is told, there was a young traveler, a seeker of 
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signs — matters of lineage, physical appearance and personal habit — 
which theologians had mulled over for centuries. Following a silence 
“such as precedes the breaking of the dawn", his host declared: “Behold 
all these signs are manifest in me.” 

Then, as further proof of his claim, the man took up a pen and pro- 
ceeded to write a spontaneous commentary in verse upon an allegorical 
chapter from the Qur’an. While writing, he continued to speak in a gen- 
tle, vibrant tone of voice. At two hours and eleven minutes after sunset 
the commentary was finished, and Mulla Husain was satisfied that it re- 
vealed an innate knowledge of divine law. He needed no further convinc- 
ing of his host’s great mission. “With this historic Declaration the dawn 
of an Age that signalizes the consummation of all ages had broken.” The 
Bab, the Gate of God, had revealed himself to his future disciple as the 
first step in the creation of a new world religion. 


Inner wheel The Bab Outer wheel 
Birth Manifestation 
20" October 1819 22™ May 1844 
Shiraz, Persia Shiraz, Persia 
5 PM LMT (spec) 8:40 PM LMT (rec) 


Within a few years of this Manifestation the followers of the Bab, 
some 20,000 in number, would pose a serious challenge to the Turcoman 
Qajars who then ruled Iran. For this the Babis would suffer gruesome re- 
prisals, until they regrouped under the leadership of Bahaullah and made 
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their peace with the secular state. As Bahais they would nevertheless 
continue to regard this moment in Shiraz as their decisive break with the 
exhausted cycle of Islam. 

Rarely in the history of revitalization movements is the declaration of 
a prophetic mission so precisely timed. Allowing for a difference of a 
few degrees between the absolute and apparent horizons in Shiraz, we 
can still fix the time of sunset to within fifteen minutes or so. The result- 
ing chart for the birth of the New Dispensation, two hours and eleven 
minutes later, is therefore quite reliable. 

But even if the event were adjusted several minutes either way, the 
resulting pattern hardly seems to token the dawn of a New Age. Among 
the outer planets there are no close aspects suggesting a major convul- 
sion in the collective consciousness. 4 and f, which straddle the vernal 
cusp, are still 7° wide of conjunction and will not be influential for sev- 
eral more months. In fact, the chart in most respects best symbolizes the 
conversion experience of Mulla Husain. Thus, at the beginning of his en- 
counter with the Bab, the ) was transiting the last few degrees of G, a } 
in , suggesting hospitality with religious overtones. With o” in close 
trine to ¥ we also get some insight into the Bab’s magnetic self- 
projection. 0 ¥, o* in addition has him enrapturing his future disciple “by 
the magic of His voice and the sweeping force of His revelation.” At the 
same time % is in separating trine to , lending the Bab’s prophetic 
claims all the authority of Shiite tradition. 

The chart of the Manifestation in Shiraz takes on its proper signifi- 
cance only when seen against the birth pattern of the Bab. All sources 
agree that Mirza Ali Muhammad was born on 20" October 1819, in Shi- 
raz. Even without rectification the power of the planetary combinations 
that day is immediately apparent. As one indicator of illumination, both 
© and § are situated in close sextile to ¥. At the same time a note of mili- 
tancy is struck in the square of © and § to o* in . From the natal posi- 
tion of ¥, the role of transiting 4 in May 1844 is brought into focus, since 
4 exactly squared the Bab’s ¥ just ten days prior to his Manifestation. By 
now we should be accustomed to finding these planets in separating as- 
pect, where Islamic visionaries declare their mission before the Commu- 
nity. 

Yet for a revitalizing prophet this is ultimately a puzzling chart, for 
the closest aspect of all is » ¢ B in }. From our own experience in the 
West we are apt to identify this planetary pair with the cold war period, 
with the entrenchment of the power elite, with the retardation of change, 
or in a favorable scenario, with the institutionalization of transformative 
healing. In the case of the Bab these planets are certainly no mere back- 
ground factor, for in his birth chart they 0 ¥ and XX, 4 o”, and are ~ to the 
© and §. By transit they are squared by o”, while s conjoined them sev- 
eral weeks prior to the Manifestation. With this unlikely pair so much in 
focus, how are we to understand their role, where the founder of a new 
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religion is concerned?° 
To discover the key to this riddle we must know more about Shi’a Is- 


© There are at least two other instances in which whole collectivities have be- 
come psychically activated while 4 and B were in close aspect. 

The first took place in the rural Basque regions on the eve of the Spanish 
Civil War, in July of 1931. In an atmosphere likened “to that of a cloud chamber 
in which the air has been supersaturated so that even slight radioactive emissions 
become visible to the naked “, a score of seers witnessed a numinous figure of 
the Virgin Mary, who through word and gesture gave unmistakable comfort to 
the Monarchist cause. News of the apparition hit the front page of the Catholic 
press, and by mid-July some 80,000 people had gathered to pray the rosary on 
the hillsides about the psychic epicenter of Ezquioga. Now, it was on 7" July 
that reports of the rapture were first published, and this followed by one day a 
mutual conjunction of $ and PB. But that aspect in tur only brought into focus a 
‘T-square configuration involving » and P, with ¥ at the midpoint. Although this 
configuration had been incubating for some time, it too went critical, when on 
8" July » in % precisely opposed P. In the Spanish context, and perhaps else- 
where in the West, such an opposition accurately symbolized the confrontation 
between the political extremes. Moreover, thirteen days later, at the height of the 
excitement, 4 and K themselves formed an exact square, offering a sudden, if 
peculiar, release from intolerable stress. 

The second instance of a 4/2 activation involved a genuine vision that took 
place on 10" October 1973 near the isolated settlement of Lansdowne House in 
northern Ontario. While out trapping, an Ojibwa Indian, whose pseudonym is 
Stephen, experienced a vision in which God told him that the world would soon 
end. Stephen returned to his community profoundly changed, and he success- 
fully persuaded the Anglican congregation, of which he was a member, to begin 
preparing for the last days, which he thought would come around Easter time. 

From the early 1960s when it first formed, Lansdowne House had been so 
rent by feuds between the Catholic and Anglican factions that by 1973 it was in 
a state only a little short of disintegration. Stephen's activities only polarized the 
community still more, and when Easter came and went with no more than the 
usual run of calamities, the Anglicans whom he had converted became the butt 
of ceaseless ridicule. Finally in August 1975 they could take it no longer, and 83 
of them withdrew to a place called Summer Beaver, where they began to build 
new homes and service structures. After a shaky start Summer Beaver began 
showing signs of health and stability, while Lansdowne House continued to de- 
cay. 

"rine days before Stephen’s visionary experience there occurred a precise 
square of 4, at 4° 39’ &, to B in =, while on the evening of the 10", with 
Stephen bedded down, the aspect was focalized by hard aspects from the transit- 
ing ) in T. At Lansdowne House, as much as at Ezquioga, a religious polariza- 
tion had developed to the point where it could only be solved with extreme 
measures. In neither case would revitalization come about through by ¥/¥ path 
of forgiveness. Thus, we can conclude from these two cases, as well as from the 
life of the Bab, that visions or visionaries marked by % and P in hard aspect are 
meant, not to reconcile opposing forces, but to drive them asunder. 
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lam, wherein Babism gestated. As used in the Qur’an, shi’a means “par- 
tisans” or “supporters.” After Muhammad’s death certain of his followers 
diverged from the Sunni majority in the way they dealt with the issue of 
prophetic succession. For them there could be no spiritual comfort ex- 
cept under the leader ship of those of the Prophet's line. The Shi’a traced 
this line of succession through Muhammad’s daughter Fatimah, and 
thence to the martyr Husayn. Following Husayn’s death at Karbala, the 
Shiites conceived of the doctrine of the inevitable martyrdom of the en- 
tire Alid line at the instigation of the Sunni caliphs. According to this 
doctrine, the persecution by the caliphs became so unrelenting that the 
Shia’s twelfth divinely ordained leader, or /mam, was forced to go into 
hiding. During this so-called Short Occultation, from 873/4 to 940/1, 
four eminent mediators were supposed to have maintained the Imam’s 
link with the faithful. 

In 941 even this tenuous link was broken and the period of Complete 
Occultation ensued; there was to be no direct mediation with the Twelfth 
Imam thereafter. In this transition the only legitimate successor to the 
Prophet shifted from being al-Qa'im, a redresser of wrongs who would 
appear in the near future, to al-Mahdi, an eschatological figure who 
would appear at the end of time. By this point too the Shi’as had as- 
sumed a quietist posture. No longer opposing the establishment directly, 
they remained on the alert for the Mahdi’s return, ready to pave his way 
as the lord of the Age, should the signs tally. 

In the notion of ghayba, occultation, we encounter the central mystery 
of Imami Shi’ism. Though hidden from view, the Twelfth Imam is 
considered ever-present. In the words of one exegete, “it is not necessary 
for a prophet (nabi) always to be present among mankind, but the exis- 
tence of the Imam, who is the guardian of Divine Religion, is on the con- 
trary a continuous necessity for human society”.’ Sometimes this 
guardian of Divine Religion was referred to as Bab Allah, the Gate of 
God, for the fact that he alone could adequately interpret the inner 
mysteries of the Divine Law. 

In ghayba we are also given a key to » and P, as they are conjoined in 
the chart of the historic Bab. For centuries the Shi’as of Iran had believed 
that the force of regeneration, in the person of the Twelfth Imam, had 
withdrawn behind the veil of time, until circumstances on earth were 
considerably more propitious. In itself the 4 o P, especially as it falls in 
H, presents a desolate picture of spiritual power long in exile. But at last 
in the autumn of 1819 the door to the Hidden Imam seems to swing 
open. Now there are avenues of return, collectively through and ¥, per- 
sonally through 8 and the ©. As his mission unfolds, the Bab seems first 


7 The Sixth Imam, Ja’far as-Sadiq, could not have proclaimed this doctrine more 
succinctly when he wrote: “Were there to remain on the earth but two men, one 
of them would be the Proof of God” 


36 


Considerations XV. 3 


to identify with the © and $ in speaking of himself as a Gate to the 
Imam. Later, shifting to the 4-E pole, he abandons the role of intermedi- 
ary and purports to be the Hidden Imam himself*. 

Still, however the Bab might conceive of it, the angular relationship 
between %-P and the two other planetary pairs is quite stressful. In its 
manifestation this complex array is certain to involve a measure of suf- 
fering; and for the Shirazi prophet, so immersed in Shi’a lore, this meant 
a final martyrdom. 

During the summer of 1844 the Bab assembled a nucleus of devoted 
apostles, whom he called the Letters of the Living. These persons were 
dispatched throughout Iran to missionize on behalf of the Bab. With his 
influence quickly spreading, the Bab undertook a pilgrimage to Mecca in 
the fall of the same year. There, before the sacred Ka’ba, the Qur ‘an in 
one hand and a sword in another, he fulfilled one stage of the mahdist 
scenario by announcing that he was the One whose advent had been so 
long awaited. 

In the following year he took positions that were more and more ex- 
treme, until he was at some personal risk as a heretic from Islam. In Sep- 
tember 1846 there was a popular uproar when he traveled to Isfahan, and 
he would not have been given access to the city had the governor not 
provided him with secret lodgings. When his refuge was discovered, the 
Bab seized the initiative by requesting an audience with the Shah in Te- 
heran. However, in a last-minute decision the Shah’s chief minister pre- 
vented the Bab from entering that city; and instead he was escorted to 
prison in Maku, a remote town near the Russo-Turkish fronticr. There, in 
this most somber manifestation of 4 and PB, immured in cold stone, he 
underwent the nigredo. 

Despite imprisonment the Bab was able to manipulate events outside 


8 There is an essential ambiguity in the term /mam, which can be traced to the 
one passage in the Qur’an where it occurs. Speaking of the Biblical characters 
Isaac and Jacob, the Angel Gabriel says, “And We made them Imams guiding 
by Our behest. And We revealed to them the doing of good deeds, and the per- 
forming of the prayer, and the paying of the purification dues. And Us they wor- 
shipped” (Sura 21: 72). Overall, in this context Jmam seems to mean simply a 
“leader” or “guide”; however, the phrase “by Our behest” is problematic, since it 
implies that the Imam may be instructed by direct revelation. This second mean- 
ing has been developed to such a disparate extreme in Shi’a Islam, that the an- 
thropologist Ernest Gellner recommends, “one should really in all logic use sub- 
scripts and refer to Imam, and Imam.” See E. Gellner, “Waiting for Imam or 
The political and hygienic theology of Khomeini or Government not by Imams 
but by lawyers”, in Culture, Identity, and Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, 1987), 137. Gellner points out that the Ayatollah Khomeini was 
not above exploiting this ambiguity for his own purposes, although he drew up 
short of claiming the Hidden Imamate for himself in explicit terms. 
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through a network of couriers. The rapid spread of his heretical doctrines 
alarmed the authorities, who accordingly transferred him nine months 
later to the still more secluded prison-fortress of Chihrig. When this also 
failed to dampen popular enthusiasm, the Bab was finally brought before 
a panel of clerics, who were to test his prophetic claims. Satisfied that the 
Bab was deficient in his knowledge of Arabic and the basic sciences, and 
very relieved that he was unable to perform miracles before them, the 
clerics ordered that he be whipped. H ruled, the soles of his feet suffered 
the bastinado. 

Now openly persecuted by the state, the Babis attempted armed insur- 
rection. Mulla Husain, the Bab's first convert, led a force into Mazanda- 
ran, where they established a fortified camp. Here they held out against 
government troops for nine months, until defeated by famine and official 
treachery.” In 1850 there was a series of renewed uprisings, giving at 
least the appearance of a co-ordinated strategy. Fearing a widening Holy 
War, the new Chief Minister of Persia decided to eliminate the problem 
at its source. The Bab was transported from prison to Tabriz, where he 
was to be executed by firing squad. 

Even this grisly denouement had a miraculous element. In the fore- 
noon of 9" July 1850 the Bab was slung by cords against a stone wall. 
Transiting % was exactly opposing his ¥. The first fusillade only suc- 
ceeded in cutting his bindings, and in the resulting confusion the Bab 
was able to make good his escape. He was found, however, shortly after; 
and the second fusillade shook loose a shower of rose petals, which set- 
tled upon his corpse like vengeful meteors. 


the pilgrims thronging towards the black box that is the focus of 

their devotion. Myself and the other astrologers in Mecca agree 
that the Hajj, with its line-ups and traffic jams, is one big annoyance. Nor 
is it that good for business. In their ecstasy the pilgrims have abandoned 
all concern for the future. They stream by my shingle as if blinded. And 
in the meantime some of my best clients have wisely left town for a 
month’s holiday by the Red Sea. 


-T ROM MY sixth-story office in the squalid New Quarter I watch 


° Peter Smith (The Babi and Baha'i Religions. Cambridge: CUP, 1987: 26-27) 
doubts that the Babis had a straightforward insurrection in mind when they be- 
gan their march into Mazandaran. Among their number was a large group of 
clerics and theological students, who were well versed in the Shi’i traditions of 
martyrdom and sacrifice. To these men “armed struggle appears to have as- 
sumed a complex symbolic role, besides the attainment of any more ‘realistic’ 
objectives. The ideal of Imam Husayn’s struggle and martyrdom at Karbala pro- 
vided a paradigm for their actions. Fighting a defensive jihad against the forces 
of unbelief, the defenders gave testimony to God’s truth, both by the dispatch of 
their opponents ‘to hell’ and by their own martyrdom. 
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With the air conditioner on high I immerse myself in a throng of 
green jiggling ciphers thrown up on the screen of the Commodore com- 
puter sold to me second-hand by the American oil company. “These 
Yankee upstarts!” I exclaim to myself, as the astrology program breezily 
displays the three invisible planets. It is as if Masha’allah never existed. 

Then I am called to prayer in concert with those in the street. By an 
archaic tribal arrangement my astrology ruptures with the pure light of 
the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

My blood turns to chlorophyll. Yet I know, as I know my own wives, 
that the beauty of the flower lies in its petals, and that beneath my red 
silk cloak is another red silk cloak, and another. And who among us can 
reckon the Day of the final shedding. 


> 


Excerpted from 
Big Waves on the Far Shore: Towards an Astrology of Great Visions 
by Douglas W. Smith. 


Other excerpts from Dr. Smith’s book previously published in Considerations: 


The Last Puritan, in Volume TV number 1 
Arnold Schoenberg & the Emancipation of Dissonance, in IV: 2 
Astrology of Capitalism, in V: 1 
Mark Twain: A Portrait from the Gilded Age, in IX: 2 
A Mirage that is Actually Wet, in XIV: 4 
The Drowning Dragon, in XV: 2 
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Will | Receive the Fee from my Client? 


RUTH BAKER a.1.P. 


/ HE QUERENT, whose business it is to prepare professional 

C.V’s, was owed a small balance of money updating he had for 

some undertaken for a client. Normally he does not accept 

work without prior payment, having been let down several 

times in the past. This client needed the update urgently though, so the 

querent took a chance on getting paid. After a while had gone by with no 
sign of payment the querent asked the question. 


Will I Receive the Fee from my Client? 


11:19 PM GMT, 14" April 2000 
51N48, 1E09 
Din I? is applying to A ¥ 


There is no planetary hour agreement but the hour tuler, 4, rules the 
querent’s 2" house of substance with which this question is concerned. 

The querent’s significator is the Ascendant ruler, 4, and the ) is his 
co-significator. He is perfectly described by the ascending sign of % and 
its ruler, being above average height, strongly built, with nice eyes and 
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an all-year-round tanned appearance. * rules his 2nd house of monetary 
assets. Both 4 and ® are in the 5" house — an area of uncertainty accord- 
ing to Manilius'. 

The client is shown by the 7" house ruler, %, and her house of sub- 
stance is the radical 8", ruled by the ). % is in the radical 3” house of 
communication and the ) is in the client’s 3“ house of communication. 
The querent had already written to her with a request for the money and 
was still awaiting a reply. 

All the significators are peregrine and weak. I took it as a good sign 
that the ), ruling the client’s 2™ house, was reasonably strong and that ® 
and the Q were in the turned 2™, suggesting that she did not lack the 
wherewithal to pay. 

The ), which shows the action, applies immediately to a trine aspect 
with \} and also trines the client’s 2 cusp. Lilly says that if the ) aspects 
a fortune with dignities in the ascending sign the matter will be affected.” 
Because of this and also because there is mutual reception by term be- 
tween 9, the client, and 4, the querent, I gave an affirmative answer, 
upon which the querent immediately asked, “When?” I took the timing 
from the )’s application to the 2™ cusp of the querent’s finances, in 6° or 
six days, and told this to him. 

The querent duly received the outstanding debt exactly six days after 
the question was asked. Although I was naturally pleased at the outcome, 
I did feel slightly disturbed by the look of barely concealed surprise on 
his face when he showed me the check! 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
° é [o) 4 J g 
>) 8 By > g {O) 
‘4 ol © 4 4 J 
9 J 10) + g © | Detriment 
J g ») » 4 >) 
+ 9 >» > g >) 
% "4 ») ») 4 > Peregrine 
® (0) = 4 4 4 


© 


| Astronomica, Loeb edition, page 149 
2 Christian Astrology, page 170. 
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Will Mr. C. be Re-elected? 


CONSTANTINE ZINONI @.#.P. 


R. C. IS the elected President of a private housing estate. 

Over the last year he stubbornly and irrationally carried out 

some restructuring work on the common grounds that are 

djacent to the querent's property. This has resulted in an 

aesthetic degradation and hard feelings. At the upcoming annual meeting 

of house-owners, his re-election and that of the other members of the 

estate's Board is due. At that time the querent intends to present his case 
against Mr. C. to prevent his re-election. 


1:15 PM GMT, 1g May 2000; 46N15, 6E05 
Full D applies to ? ¥ 
JMR ¥; ¥& Lin own signs 
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The chart ASC is conjunct the querent's ©. The ASC ruler, , and the 
) represent the quesited. Mr. C's significator is + ruler of the 7". } is in 
its own term about which Lilly says': "shows a man more of the corpo- 
rature and temper of the planet rather than any extraordinary abun- 
dance in fortune, or of eminency in the Commonwealth". He is in fact a 
person of a mean condition, smallish, and larger than taller. 4 is cadent 
and combust making it weak and unfortunate. This means, among other 
things, someone: "ignorant, careless, of a gross, dull capacity, crouch- 
ing and stooping where no necessity is™, a fairly good portrait. The stel- 
lium in the 9" house shows all the house-owners together being con- 
cerned about a matter of law, that is, the election. The chart describes the 
situation and it is fit to be judged. 

An interesting sidelight is that the ) is in the 3" of neighbors and } 
(Mr. C.) is in the 9", which is the 3“ from the 7", that is, all of the 
neighbors are concerned about the election. Furthermore, in this particu- 
lar estate the majority of residents are foreigners (9" house again), who 
work in the international organizations based in nearby Geneva. 


Essential Dignities 
Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
[o) 2 b) ) c % Peregrine 
» an te] {O) y g 
§ ‘ Q 5 y \ 
g Q > g 4 4 
J g Q 4 4 J 
+ g ») g 4 % 
4 2 >) g ¥ be) 
8 + g g 4 g 
Analysis 


All the angles in this chart are in mutable signs, which suggests an 
unstable situation and a change in the matter. The ) has just entered », 
which indicates new circumstances. There are no aspects between the 
querent's significators and ¥, nor is there any collection or translation of 
light. All of this points to a No answer; that is, Mr. C. will not be re- 
elected, which will be to the satisfaction of the quesited. 

But this is also a confrontational chart in that the querent intends to 
attack the quesited to prevent his election. %, the querent ruler, is very 
strong: it is in its own sign and rules the 10" of success, which is also the 


: Christian Astrology, page 103. 
? CA, page 63. 
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end-of-matter 4" for the quesited. This should indicate that the querent 
will easily prevail but Bonatti in his Tractatus Sextus warns that in wars 
and conflicts the superior planets (, 4 and o’) will prevail over inferior 
ones (©, ) and $) even when the former are in a great debility such as 
being cadent, for example. If, in addition, one takes into account that § 
(the quesited) is conjunct the fixed star A/debaran, then it is evident that 
the querent should proceed with much caution before starting a confron- 
tation. In the end it does seem that the chances of an easy success are not 
in favor of the querent, as it appeared at first sight. 

On the other hand Zael said that the ASC signifies the party begin- 
ning the war or conflict and the second house from the ASC indicates 
whether there will be war or not, and whether it will be successful or 
ruinous. In this chart the second house is ruled by 9, the strongest planet 
with essential dignity by sign and triplicity. It is separating from a con- 
junction with } but it is still ¢ » and applying to trine the ASC. Under 
these circumstances is difficult to conceive of a conflict between the 
querent and the quesited. 

In all confrontational charts it is a good idea to look at o’, the natural 
significator of conflicts. Here it is ¢ ¥ pointing to the anger and belliger- 
ent attitude of the querent but o” has only dignity by face, that is: "is al- 
most like a man ready to be turned out of door, having much ado to 
maintain himself in credit and reputation". * This means that o" is not 
sufficiently strong to support a confrontation and this together with pre- 
vious considerations clearly indicates a ruinous outcome if a confronta- 
tion occurs. 


Outcome 


The annual meeting started in a very relaxed and cordial atmosphere, 
contrary to previous ones. After the preliminaries Mr. C., the meeting 
chairman, announced that he would not be standing for re-election and 
under no circumstances would he accept any other appointment on the 
Board (previously, when not President, he had always been Vice Presi- 
dent). At the same time two other Board members stated that they also 
did not wish to be re-elected. As three out of the four Board members 
had to be replaced and the estate's Charter requires that only resident 
house-owners are eligible to be on the Board, lengthy negotiations and 
discussion followed among the participants. In the end the querent was 
elected Vice President. 

All’s well that ends well. 


3 CA., page 103. 
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Post Mortem 


This chart contains two important configurations involving the two par- 
ties that puzzled me. I could not see how they fitted into the picture. 
These are the exact 2 & % and the )-4 mixed reception. After the event I 
asked the querent to tell me how things had gone, hoping to discover 
what I had not earlier comprehended. 

The querent had, he explained, been relieved when Mr. C. announced 
that he did not want to be re-elected. This was because he had only ar- 
rived on the estate a few years ago, while all of the other residents had 
been there for 15-20 years and knew each other very well. For most of 
the time the querent felt he was an outsider and it is only recently that he 
has become somewhat accepted. Any strong confrontational action on 
his part could have resulted in him being ostracized by his neighbors. 
For this reason he had originally refrained from suing Mr. C. (who 
seems to have been actually ignorant that he was breaking the law) to 
have him restore things to their original state at his own cost. Such an 
action would have been very humiliating for Mr. C., and it was some- 
thing his many friends and colleagues on the estate would not have tol- 
erated. 

This information corroborates what the chart has to say about the 
confrontation leading to ruinous consequences. 

Secondly, he explained, the assembly had been surprised when Mr. 
C. had refused re-election since he is known to love power. The relin- 
quishing of it so easily, for no apparent reason, seemed unnatural. The 
querent further added that during the discussions some neighbors had 
insisted that he, the querent, should be president. He had refused this, 
but had compromised by accepting the vice-president nomination. 

This additional information explains the 2 ¢ %, a conjunction that 
principally signifies inhibition and reserve. Through the applying 
conjunction of 4 (Mr. C.) to ® inhibition and reserve manifested clearly 
in Mr. C’s refusal to be re-elected and the lack of explanation. For the 
querent, the trine to the Ascendant from @ ¢ *% resulted in him voluntar- 
ily accepting a lesser position than the one that had been proposed. 

The mixed reception of the ) and \ indicates the transfer of authority 
from Mr. C. (4) to the querent (co-ruled by the )). 


© 
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Marriage Elections 
Comparing Different Rules 


KEN GILLMAN 


HEN IS the best time to get married? What are the astrologi- 

cal criteria that will ensure a happy marriage? I’ve been re- 

viewing the advice of eight authorities on the subject, review- 

ing the astrological factors they say need to be taken into ac- 
count when selecting a time that will ensure a happy and fertile marriage. 
My intent was to improve my own understanding of Electional Astrology 
and to evaluate the different traditions. Here I present a textual compari- 
son! of these sources, together with comments on five marriage charts, 
only one of which seems to have been astrologically elected. The table 
opposite lists the eight sources, by year of original publication. 

While there is general agreement that a study of the natal horoscopes 
of the two individuals is of paramount importance, that this should be 
done before anything else, my authorities say very little on this. 

Johannes Schoener, writing in the 15" century, simply says: This 
matter [marriage] cannot properly be comprehended except according to 
the genitures of the married persons individually. Obviously, the pro- 
posed election should avoid those times when any natal afflictions are 
activated, while the likelihood that an individual will enjoy a happy mar- 
riage at some time during his or her life can depend very much on the 
strength of natal 2 and on the planets in and ruling the natal 7" house. 

Two hundred years later William Ramesey gave the following advice 
to prospective grooms: Yet hadst thou 9, J, ASC, O and lord of the As- 
cendant fortunate in the radix, thou needest not much to observe these 
[the criteria necessary for a good marriage election] or if they be but in- 
differently well dignified and located: it is but making the significators in 
the woman's radix (if it can be procured) apply by a benevolent aspect to 
the significators in thy own, or let thine 
dispose of hers, or let hers translate the light 
of the benevolents to thine, or be in reception 
with thine by house or exaltation, and out of 
good houses, or but indifferent houses, so 
they be in reception; and thou shall assuredly 
find the match in all respects fortunate and 
agreeable to thy desire, if thou desireth to live 
contentedly and lovingly with her. 


' All quotes from the stated sources are given in italics. Anything else represents 
the author’s own comments. 
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Authorities Quoted 


~60 Dorotheus Sidonius. Carmen Astrologicum. 
Trans. David Pengree. Leipzig: Teubner, 1976. pp. 271-276. 


1410. Laurentius Bonincontrius. Treatise on Elections. 
Trans. Robert Hand. Berkeley Springs, WV: Project Hindsight. 1994. pp. 14-15. 


1477. Johannes Schoener. Opusculum Astrologicum. 
Trans. Robert Hand. Berkeley Springs, WV: Project Hindsight. 1994. pp. 72-73. 


1653. William Ramesey. Astrology Restored. 
London: Robert White. 1653. pp. 175-177. 


1676. Henry Coley. Clavis Astrologiae. 
London: Ben Tooke & Thos. Sawbridge. 1676. (Ballantrae Reprint) pp. 282-283. 


1930. Vivian Robson. Electional Astrology. 
Ballantrae Reprint pp. 117-123. 


1970. Ivy Goldstein-Jacobsen. Simplified Horary Astrology. 
Pasadena, CA: Pasadena Lithographers, 1970. p. 272. 


1990. Doris Chase Doane. Profit by Electional Astrology. 
Tempe, AZ: American Federation of Astrologers, 1990. pp. 121-137. 


Vivian Robson, a relatively recent author, simply repeats Ramesey: 
If the birth map can be obtained observe the following rules: Make the 
significators in the woman's map apply by good aspect to those in the 
man's, or let his dispose of hers, or let hers translate the light of the 
benefics to his, or be in reception with his by house or exaltation out of a 
good house, for this denotes happiness, contentment and good fortune. 
Writing 2,000 years ago, Dorotheus Sidonius tells us that Jf in the 
nativities of the man and the woman you find a benefic in the same place, 
then it indicates the love of each one of the two for his companion. 
Ramesey, whose book on elections many consider to be the subject’s 
Bible, confirms this: /f in their nativities you find in one and the same 
place fortunate planets, they shall assuredly love the one to the other. 
Continuing, Dorotheus warns: /f in the nativity of the woman the Dis 
facing the J of her companion, there will come between the two of them 
estrangement and discord, and they will not be reconciled nor agree on 
anything, and this [happens] if the J of one of the two is in the sign T 
while the J of the other is in . As it is an opposition, it indicates hostil- 
ity. If the Din the nativities of both together is above the earth, it indi- 
cates that the two of them come together after the separation, and there 
will be peace and love between them so that they will be reconciled. As 
will become obvious when we come to discuss the marriage ) in detail, 
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Dorotheus has little regard for the ) in any of the cardinal signs. 

Finally, Ramesey: /f the ) in anyone’s nativity be above the earth, 
that party that has her so posited shall be inclined to make peace, and 
compose all differences. 

That is all my eight authorities, some of whom contribute nothing at 
all, say concerning the natal charts of the couple and the synastry be- 
tween them. Not much. We have better sources on these matters nowa- 
days; readers wishing to pursue synastry could start with Linda Good- 
man’s Relationship Signs.’ What we don’t have are any competent texts 
on Marriage Elections, and on this subject some — but not all! — of the 
cited authorities are well worth studying. 

First, let them identify the participants, the bride and groom. 


The Bride &Groom 


Dorotheus: Look at the condition of the man from the © and the As- 
cendant and the J's departure from it, and at the condition of the woman 
from 2 and the 7" sign and the place with which the D is conjoined. As 
will become increasingly obvious, Dorotheus, whose book is the earliest 
source we have on Electional Astrology — the same book is also the ear- 
liest full text we have on Horary Astrology — generally provides the basic 
rules. Later authors either expand on these or, as the following quotation 
suggests, possibly misunderstand them. Here he tells us that the ) trans- 
lates the light of the groom’s significator to that of his bride, bringing 
them together. 

Laurentius Bonincontrus, writing in the early 15" century: In cele- 
brating marriage, adjust the Ascendant and Moon, their lords and their 
receivers [for the man? For the marriage as a whole?]... The 7" house 
and its lord, and the planet from which the ) is separated signify the 
condition of the woman. He has switched which spouse is indicated by 
the )’s application and separation! 

Ramesey corrects the )’s application and separation back to the way 
Dorotheus had it: Observe that the Ascendant, its Lord, the ©, and the 
planet from whom the J has last separated, are the significators of the 
‘man; the 7" house, its lord, 2 and the planet to whom the ) next applies, 
of the woman. 

Robson, as he so often does, repeats Ramesey. At least his English is 
more modem: The ascendant, its lord, the O, and the planet from which 
the D last separated are significators of the man. The 7" house, its lord, 
and the planet to which the ) next applies are the significators of the 
woman. 

Schoener, however, rejects the Dorotheus tradition: Jn general, fora 
happy marriage, the ) & 2should be strong. For the woman, the Qwith 
o% for both persons the Qand o should be strong and angular and be in 


2 Published in New York by Bantam Books, 1998. 
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good aspect to the ) & & 4 should be in good aspect to these significa- 
tors. This is surprising. Masculine © and o’ to signify the woman; femi- 
nine ) and @ to signify the man! Schoener seems to be discussing natal 
indicators here, not those for an election. Perhaps he was mistranslated. 

But maybe not, for Ivy Goldstein-Jacobsen repeats him: Take the D 
& 2 for the man, the © and of for the woman, and let them be well as- 
pected or in mutual reception with ¥ or with the ruler of the 7th or Ist. 

Finally, Doris Chase Doane ignores everyone else. She writes: Jn a 
marriage election chart, the first house rules the man and the woman; 
they cannot be separated. They are members of a partnership, which is 
mapped by the seventh house. She doesn’t attempt to separate the two 
spouses. Doane’s statement, together with the absence of any reference 
to prior authorities anywhere in her book, suggests that she completely 
ignores past tradition. 


Fig. 1: Marriage of Ted Turner & Jane Fonda 
12:09 PM CST (18:08 UT), 21* December 1991; 
Chicago, IL: 41N51, 87W39 


Figure 1 illustrates the moment of marriage of the immensely rich and 
successful Ted Turner to Jane Fonda, the Oscar-winning film actress and 
Vietnam activist. 

According to the Dorotheus-Ramesey tradition, Turner is represented 
by the T Ascendant, its ruler o in “, and the © in ¥ (the )’s last aspect 
is &° ©). The emphasis on ~ is appropriate; the TV mogul was born with 
& rising (see Fig. 2). 
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Fig 2: Ted Turner 
8:50 AM EST, 19" November 1938;Cincinnati, Ohio: 39N10, 84W27 


Fig. 3: Jane Fonda 
9:14 AM EST on 21* December 1937 (birth certificate) 
Manhattan, NY: 40N43, 74W00 
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Schoener’s alternative tradition, by which the man is signified by the 
) and ¢ is less appropriate: Turner’s natal chart has nothing in &, the 
sign containing the marriage ), and his natal ) is not particularly promi- 
nent; the marriage ? does fall on his natal Q but that is better explained 
by 9, as 7"" house ruler, representing Fonda. 

By the earlier tradition, Fonda is signified in the marriage chart by the 
+ descendant, with its ruler 2 applying to  B — the marriage P is posi- 
tioned exactly on her natal MC. In addition, ® is the almuten or strong- 
est body in +, the sign of its exaltation, and in the marriage chart » is in 
early =x, the sign contained within Fonda’s wide 1* natal house (see Fig. 
3). The )’s first classical aspect following the ceremony is to oppose { ¢ 
¥, after which it will 4 9 —the )’s close ~ 4 would have been rejected as 
anon-aspect by most of the authorities cited here. 

Goldstein-Jacobsen would have Fonda signified by the © and o’, both 
of which are in “. This is not necessarily wrong for the marriage was 
celebrated on her 54" birthday and o is close to natal 2. 

There are good aspects between the two nativities. His ? is ¢ her MC, 
her @ ¢ his Ascendant — indications of reciprocated love. Both have \ in 
sx, they shared similar charitable, compassionate instincts. His ) squares 
her Ascendant — she could turn him on. The rulers of the two Ascendants 
are in mutual reception — both were willing to compromise. Each has 
their ) in the other's 9" house — they shared a basic view of the world. 

There are also negatives: her 2 ¢ his $ — she may have been more 
delicate, less unbending than he expected; her » <° his MC - she couldn’t 
provide the at-home support he wanted and didn’t care to play second 
fiddle to his career; his B on her MC — he would have flatly refused to let 
Jane continue her film career after marriage. 

Schoener’s requirements for a happy marriage are not met. The © is 
angular, within 5° of the marriage MC, but it doesn’t have a good aspect 
with the ) or 9. o” is not angular; it is not aspected by either the ) or . 

The © and o are both in a } sign but do not have the mutual recep- 
tion Goldstein-Jacobsen says is necessary for a happy marriage. o’ 0 4 
is not a positive aspect for marriage, especially with } weak in I? and 0” 
¢ by antiscion. 

At the time of the marriage Turner’s natal o” o° 4 was on the horizon. 

For the marriage to have occurred at a propitious time, according to 
our authorities, there needed to be a * or A between o% or the © (Turner’s 
significators) and either 2 or  (Fonda’s significators), preferably with 
reception; these do not happen. 

) & O is difficult. Dorotheus: if the D is in opposition to the © then 
it is bad and it indicates the accession of quarrels and that the younger 
of the two will be the winning antagonist. 

Despite the many promising ties between the two nativities, the mar- 
riage was not a success. Ted and Jane recently separated. 
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The MC & IC of the Wedding Chart 


There is general agreement as to the meaning of these two angles: 

Dorotheus: /see from] the house of government [the] 0") to whatever 
of agreement or irritation or good or evil will occur between the man 
and the woman, and from the house of fathers [the 4""] the outcome of 
this matter, and what is handed over to them of a dowry or other than 
that. 

Bonincontrius: The lord of the 10" house signifies what will be be- 
tween them. The 4" and its lord signify the end of both. 

Ramesey: The 10" house, the lord thereof, and the planet or planets 
therein or in configuration therewith, or with the lord thereof, hath signi- 
fication of those things that shall happen between them, viz. whether 
good or ill. The 4" house, its lord, and the planet or planets therein, or in 
configuration thereof, or with its lord, hath signification of the event and 
the end of the marriage. 

Robson: The 10" house, its lord and occupants, and planets aspect- 
ing the cusp or the lord denote the things that will happen between them, 
whether good or bad. The 4" house, its lord and occupants, and planets 
aspecting the cusp or lord denote the event and the end of the marriage. 

Ramesey again clarifies the two earlier writers. Robson’s virtual re- 
peat of Ramesey is easier to read. The other authorities do not mention 
these two angles. 

What happened between Fonda and Turner during the marriage? For 
one thing they became even more fabulously wealthy when Turner sold 
his company, which included CNN and other profitable television net- 
works as well as the pennant-winning Atlanta Braves baseball team, to 
Time-Warner, as indicated by ® ruler of the 10" of the marriage chart in 
its own sign in the 11", income from business activities, and 2 ruler of 
the marriage 2", personal income, on the 8" cusp ¢ B. The subsequent 
proposed purchase of Time-Warner by America Online will further add 
to the Turner billions. They also gave away enormous sums of money to 
the United Nations. 

+ is strong in the marriage chart. Its aspects to each of the two nativ- 
ities may help us better understand what occurred between the two in the 
marriage. Marriage > is ¢ Fonda’s 4. She would have experienced the 
marriage as a sober, steadying influence. She would have felt protected 
but also restricted. Marriage } opposes Turner’s 8" house PB. He may 
have been unable to completely relax or feel entirely at ease in the mar- 
riage, which Fonda’s » in his 4" tends to confirm. 

Both Fonda and Turner had experienced public success in the past: 
she was a successful film actress; he had captained his yacht to victory in 
the Americas Cup. However, the full moon on the MC-IC suggests the 
marriage may have been a little too much before the public, out on dis- 
play. Despite their apparent outgoing natures, both Turner and Fonda 
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were born with a natal © in the private 12" house. There had to have 
come a point when one of them decided that being continually on exhibi- 
tion was simply out of character. That may have occurred much sooner 
for Turner, as Fonda, born with ) in Q, appears better suited to a life out 
in the limelight, one in which she can pretend and hide her private self. 
Ted Turner, as indicated by o” ¢ { antiscion in the marriage chart, has a 
stubborn “me first” streak and an adventurous zest for life; he can be 
rather truculent and is not at all someone easily put upon. 

The ) close to the IC suggests there was much moving about in an at- 
tempt to find privacy. Despite their fantastic wealth this placement of the 
) points to emotional insecurity within their at-home life, to things sim- 
ply getting out of control. 


Fig. 4: Marriage Lasted One Hour 
8:14 AM GMT, 17" March 1946 
Newcastle West, County Limerick: 52N25, 9W04. 


Figure 4 illustrates a marriage that lasted just one hour. I know only 
that. It occurred in Ireland and was doubtless annulled soon after. It was 
probably the bride who wanted out of the marriage, for o ruler of the 7 
house is at the IC applying to ¢ 4. The groom’s chief significator, 9, is 
in the 12" house, weak by sign, and applying to © ¥ — he may have got- 
ten drunk or turned up in drag. Again, as with the Fonda-Turner nup- 
tials, this was a marriage at the time of a full moon. The difference here 
is that the ) is applying to & O, creating a much more difficult situation. 
o& ¢ * at the IC explains the quick ending. Ruler of the 10" in the 4" 
shows that’s all that happened in the marriage. 
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The Marriage ) 


After the angles, the ) changes its position in a horoscope the quick- 
est. As in Horary, its aspects and position are considered of great impor- 
tance in Electional Astrology. 

Dorotheus tells us: Jf you look concerning the matter of a marriage 
and you find the J injured, then evil and misfortune occur to these two 
together, the man and the woman, from this marriage... 

Ramesey agrees with this: Wherefore in this matter, if you make any 
election, have special regard for the J; for according to her fortitude or 
debility, thou mayest judge the good or bad event of any of these. 

Dorotheus continues: /f at the marriage any of the malefics is with 
the Jor in the Ascendant, then the two [spouses] will not agree on any 
matter and they will not be reconciled, and estrangement and discord 
will come between them. 

Ramesey confirms this: See that she [the )] is not joined by any in- 
fortune in the Ascendant; for that signifies that the parties then married 
shall be continually in strife and contention, brawling and discord... 

Robson goes even further: On no account should the J apply to 6 or 
o” even by good aspect, for it destroys love and harmony; while these 
planets in the seventh house indicate disharmony through the woman. If 
the J is combust it is said to signify the death of the husband. 

Ramesey adds: See that in marriages you let the D be increasing in 
light and motion, but be sure of the increase in light, and if possible let it 
be before she be past the first square of the ©.... [Ensure] the J [is] in 
the house of either 4 or 8, or in one of their terms; and, if possible, also 
in good aspect with them, or place the Lord of the 7" in * or 4 of 8, the 
J, or Lord of the Ascendant; but make the Lord of the 7" apply or else be 
disposed of by them either by house [i.e. sign], exaltation, triplicity, term 
or face, but by house or exaltation is best. 

In his usual fashion Robson repeats Ramesey, but with one important 
difference: Particularly fortify the D for upon her much of the good or 
evil depends. Let the D be increasing in light and motion (especially 
light), and if possible past the first quarter and not in conjunction with a 
malefic in the ascendant, for that signifies continual strife and discord. If 
this position is found in either nativity, the party having it will have chief 
power and will make strife, but if the Dis above the earth he or she will 
nevertheless be inclined to make peace again. 

Ramesey wants the ) to be prior to its first quarter, Robson says it 
should be in its second quarter. As Robson is usually such a faithful lap- 
dog, it is tempting to assume that here he has misread Ramesey, which is 
not so difficult as these lengthy instructions for the ) show. In this in- 
stance, I tend to side with Robson, the waxing ) 4 © should be stronger 
and more benefic than the waxing ) * O. 
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The Turner-Fonda ) is fast in motion, 15° 05’ per day, but it is not in- 
creasing in light, being close to its maximum at full moon. It is strong in 
, its own sign, and makes no aspect to o or ». 

The One-Hour marriage had a slow ) (12°44’) that is weak both by 
sign and house position, is close to being full, and aspects the o" ¢ 4. 

In both of these marriage charts ) o° © is a major affliction. 


Fig. 5 Marriage of Convenience 
9:50 AM EST, 13" March 1964; Newark, NJ: 40N44, 74W10 


Figure 5 is a marriage from Doris Chase Doane’s book. Although her 
book is just about worthless as a guide for learning how to set up elec- 
tions, it is an excellent source of data for anyone investigating the sub- 
ject. The couple, she says, had been close friends for several years. She 
was a US citizen, he wasn’t. His visa to stay in the US was running out 
and he didn’t want to leave. They married so that he could remain and 
work in the US. After marriage the couple didn’t live together although 
they chatted by phone from time to time to keep communications open. 
He eventually became a US citizen and they then divorced. They had to 
stay married for a minimum of two years by law, but the marriage lasted 
longer as each was tied to their career and had no interest in marrying 
anyone else. 

This is a chart that has much going on in secret, out of sight, hidden 
from the authority’s eyes beneath the glaring rays of the O. 

Dorotheus: /f the D is under the O's rays [and] its light is destroyed 
and it is not seen, then it is corrupted but it is beneficial for one who de- 
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sires theft or treachery or something which is kept secret against him, 
and for every hidden or secret action which its master does not wish to 
be made public. 

There’s also a great amount of help available, as indicated by the 
many strong mutual receptions in this chart: &’ MR \ by sign, o* MR ¥ 
by sign, © MR ¥ by sign & exaltation, and ) MR @ by exaltation. With 
% in its own sign, there’s just one planet that is weak by sign, but it’s a 
key one: §. 

% is the Ascendant ruler, the man’s chief significator. It is weak by 
sign in 1, where it is in its detriment and fall — the man is in a difficult 
situation, the whistle can be blown on him at any time and then he’ll be 
kicked out of the country. $, however, is just 16% minutes of arc from 
the ©, within cazimi, where tradition says it is greatly strengthened. 

Dorotheus tells us the planet the ) is separating from represents the 
man. The combust ) has just separated from ° P in I], which squares the 
rising degree. As the most distant of the planets, P signifies the outsider, 
the alien. When transit PB aspects a natal angle it often points to the na- 
tive being caught red-handed in an unlawful act, of being embarrassed 
when secrets thought to be safely hidden away in his closet are unexpect- 
edly unveiled. B is located in a sign ruled by %, general significator of 
official papers, including visas. P 0 ASC points to the problem: the ab- 
sence of needed papers, the danger that he might be expelled. 

The classical planet last aspected by the ) is 2, strong in & in the 12" 
house and applying to trine the X ¢ B. 

The woman’s chief significator is 4, ruler of the 7" house. She is also 
signified by the planet the ) next aspects, here o’ in H. o in tum is ap- 
plying to 4 ¥ in the 6" house, with mutual reception. As the 12" from the 
Descendant, the 6" represents the woman’s secrets; with ¥ there she is 
willing (there is a sextile between ¥ and PB) to help create an unreal situa- 
tion, a marriage of convenience, to protect her friend. Further confirma- 
tion is provided by the other mutual reception involving o”, with \, the 
woman’s chief significator, which is located close to the chart’s 12" 
cusp, the man’s place of secrets. 

A marriage of convenience to circumvent deportation is clearly de- 
scribed by the various interplanetary connections and by the grouping in 
the friendly 11" house. Sympathetic }, the sign containing the shielding 
©, is ruled by \, the significator of the woman. There is an exact semi- 
sextile with mutual reception between the © and 4. With § fully pro- 
tected by the ©, this might provide an unusual way of translating the 
light between the couple’s significators. 

But it’s all unreal. There are no true aspects (in the classical sense) 
between the man’s significators, ©, ¥ and P, and those of the woman, ?, 
o@ and 4. This was not a true marriage. 
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The Marriage Moon by sign 


Dorotheus: Look every time concerning the matter of marriage at the 
sign in which the Dis. If the two [J and sign] are injured, then there will 
be shouting and discord and hostility and separation between the man 
and the woman, and the two [of them] will not settle upon anything and 
will not be reconciled; thus it indicates the subject of friendship and love. 
Look concerning both of these things at the power of the benefics. If they 
are in a strong [and] good position, the conflict and estrangement and 
evil will disappear and there will be peace and agreement and good be- 
tween them. 

The different authorities suggest the following )-in-sign portents also 
apply when the ASC or @ is in these signs. 

Dorotheus: The different Ascendant signs have much the same mean- 
ing as shown here for the J. 

Ramesey: Applies also if the Ascendant or @ is in the sign, yet these 
significations will be most manifest the ) being therein. The ancients 
have taught that the J, or indeed (as I hold) any of the significators, or 
Q is not to be placed in the Ascendant at the time of marriage in any of 
these signs which are to be avoided or shunned. 

Robson: These effects are strongest when the Dis in the sign, but are 
also felt when it is on the ascendant or containing &. 


Yin T Dorotheus: The marriage will have no good in it. If the Dis ina 
tropical sign, then the marriage will not be good for the 
man or for the woman as there will be no agreement 
between these two, and [their] association will not last 


long. 
Ramesey: Avoid for marriage 
Robson: Bad for marriage. 


‘T is the sign of 9’s detriment. As ? in T can indicate a person unable to sustain 
any bonding with others, this sign would also be bad for the ) in marriage. 


Din& Dorotheus. £arly or late — the marriage will have no good in it. The| 
woman will be disloyal to her husband. Middle, it will 
be good for the marriage 

Ramesey: Last 10° are bad. 
Robson: From 0 to 19°, good; the rest bad. 
They disagree concerning the first decade of 8, but agree on the others. 


Yin I Dorotheus.  /” half, not good for marriage. 2" half: it will be good. 
Ramesey: Last 15° are bad 
Robson: The first 15° are good, the rest bad. 

Ramesey and Robson again disagree with Dorotheus. 
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Din Dorotheus. Avoid marrying at this time. 
Bonincontrus Do not place the Din & for the marriages of virgins. In 
the marriages of widows the Dis well placed here. 
Ramesey: Avoid for marriage 


Coley: Refuse the Din & for marriages, unless it be for marry- 
ing widows. 
Robson: Bad for marriage, except when marrying a widow. 


For ‘widows’ we can, I assume, include those who have been divorced. ) in & 
occurs in the Turner-Fonda marriage. As Fonda has a daughter from her mar- 
riage to film producer Roger Vadim, ) in & seems to have been appropriate. 
The ) in @ in Figure 9 is also appropriate. 


) in 82 Dorotheus. Good for the marriage except that neither the man nor 
the woman will be able to maintain the property of the 
other, but will spoil and waste it. The pair of them will 
bring down the level of the property of others. 

Bonincontrus Do not place the Din Qfor the marriages of virgins. In 
the marriages of widows the Dis well placed here. 

Ramesey: Good but it will cause one to deceive the other over 
money. 

Robson: All good, but it causes one party to deceive the other as 
to his or her money or possessions. 

Bonincontrus seems out of place here. His remarks better apply to the ) in & or 

Tl, according to the other authorities. 


Yin MW Dorotheus. Marriage to a widowed woman will be good, but to a 
virgin it will not be good. 
Ramesey: —_Signifies the woman shall soon lose her husband, where- 
fore it may be beneficial to her, though pernicious to 
him, women seldom loving so affectionately as men. 


Coley: Refuse the Din I for marriages, unless it be for marry- 
ing widows. 
Robson: Bad for marriage except when marrying a widow. Indi- 


cates that the husband soon dies. 
Much the same as ) in @. The one-hour marriage has ) in Tl; the bride quickly 
lost her husband. 


Din Dorotheus. The marriage will not have good in it, but courtship and 
requesting will be good in it. If the Dis in a tropical 
sign, then the marriage will not be good for the man or 
for the woman as there will be no agreement between 
these two, and [their] association will not last long. 
Ramesey: — Avoid for marriage. It may be chosen for betrothing or 
contracting but not for marriage 
Robson: Good for betrothal but bad for marriage. In last 15° a 
bad end to the marriage. 
[Being good for courtship makes sense, but the unanimous warning against mar- 
rying when the ) is in this 9 sign is unexpected. 
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Din Tl Dorotheus. Early Ml: it will be good. 
Late Ml: not good; the association of these two will not 
last long. 

Ramesey: The first 15° are good to marry a maid or virgin, for that 
it denotes she will be obedient, good and chaste, also 
loving to her husband, but the latter 15° are altogether 
to be rejected in that it causes the woman to be of dispo- 
sition quite contrary, viz. lewd, a brawler, perfidious, 
inconstant, envious, malicious and disobedient, etc. 

Robson: In first 15° a bad end to the marriage. The first 15° are 
good for marrying a maid or virgin, indicating that she 
will be obedient, good, chaste and loving. The last 15° 
are entirely bad, & denote a woman who is lewd, quar- 
relsome, treacherous, fickle, envious, malicious, & 
disobedient. 

I’m extremely cautious with Robson on those rare occasions that he displays 
independent thought and adds something extra, as he does here with his opening 
sentence. The ) is in its fall in Tl; it may indicate the emotions are turned in- 
ward, destructively. 


Jin Dorotheus. Many changes, and it will be good for some, it is better 
that the couple postpone the marriage and do not begin 
at this time. 

Ramesey: —_Indifferent, as some of the ancients hold; I for my part 
cannot agree to reject it. 
Robson: Indifferent, but not unfavorable. 

‘The marriage chart at Figure 6 has ) in ~; the couple experienced many extreme 

ups and downs. 


Din Dorotheus. Early Capricorn — the marriage will have no good in it. 
Middle or end of Capricorn — it will be good. 

Ramesey: First 10° are to be neglected, yet the other two faces are 
good, and signify the woman shall be loving and tracta- 
ble to the will and desire of the man, and they are better 
in a widow than a maid, except they cause but few chil- 
dren. 

Robson: The first 10° are bad for marriage. The rest of the sign is 
good, especially in marrying a widow, and denotes that 
the woman will be loving and tractable, though she will 
have few children. 

‘The ) is in her detriment in 4, indicating someone who may be overly sensitive 
to the opinions of others. General agreement here that the last two decades are 
good, though not particularly fertile. 


Din Dorotheus. The marriage will have no good in it. 
Ramesey: Avoid: causes the woman to be of a manly spirit, and dis- 
obedient to her husband. 
Robson: = Bad. Causes the woman to be masculine and disobedient. 
Avoid the ) in =. 
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Din Dorotheus. The woman will be spoiled [deflowered] and will not 
cease wronging her husband, but it will be good in the 
rest of things. 

Ramesey: Good; it denotes the woman to be loving and just, yet it 
will also cause her to be addicted to twatling and prat- 
ing, which will now and then lessen the man’s love to- 
wards her. 

Robson: Good. Makes the woman loving and just, though it in- 
clines her to chattering. 

Occurs in the marriage of convenience. Note Robson’s use of the word ‘chatter- 

ing’, the same word Doane uses to describe how the couple maintained commu- 

nication by phone. 


Dorotheus is particularly negative concerning each of the cardinal 
signs, with the exception of the last 20° of 4. In addition to the above 
comments, he writes: [f the Dor is in a tropical sign, then the marriage 
will have no good in it as it indicates that this woman is a whore, a har- 
lot who will secretly frequent the beds of men. 

Ramesey also has problems with the cardinals: When both the Dand 
2 are in moveable signs the joy and mirth between those then married 
will not be of long continuance. 

Robson confirms (simply repeats?) Ramesey: If the D and are in 
cardinal signs the joy and happiness between the couple will not con- 
tinue long. 

Goldstein-Jacobsen disagrees for ) in ; most modem astrologers 
will doubtless agree with her: The best insurance of happiness is to have 
the Din & or & increasing in. light, absolutely unafflicted, & well as- 
pected to %; also the rulers of the Ist and 7th conjunct or in trine or re- 
ception with each other. 

Ramesey also scems unsure about =, for though he tells us = is good 
for betrothal but not good for marriage, in an earlier paragraph he writes 
that one should try to have: the Din the house of either ¥or , or in one 
of their terms; and, if possible, also in good aspect with them. 

The Marriage of Convenience (figure 5) has the ) in H: fwatling and 
prating (some earlier expressions are so much better than many we use 
nowadays), @ in & (excellent), and the ASC in the first half of TI (not 
good according to Dorotheus, though Ramesey and Robson disagree). 

In Figure 4, the One-Hour marriage, the ) is in Tf (the husband was 
soon lost, though not in the expected sense), 9 is in T (a bad position), 
and the ASC is in 12° & (good). 

For the marriage of Jane Fonda and Ted Turner (figure 1) the D is in 
& (good for the non-virgin), is in the second half of Ml (a terrible 
place), and the ASC is in T (bad). 
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The Ascendant in marriage charts 


Besides signifying the man, the Ascendant is also taken to signify the 
stability of the marriage as a whole: 

Dorotheus: Marriage is best if its commencement is at an hour in 
which the ascendant is in one of the signs of which I wrote that, if the D 
is in them, is good for the marriage, while none of the malefics is in the 
ascendant or aspects it. 

Bonincontrus is more specific. His instructions should perhaps be the 
basis for setting up a chart for a marriage: In celebrating marriage, ad- 
just the Ascendant and Moon, their lords and their receivers. Let the As- 
cendant be in one of the fixed signs, 0 or 2 with the J in the other of 
these two, in the A or * aspect of the ©. 

Coley warns against Tll as the rising sign: See that you fortify the As- 
cendant, as also the lord of the ascendant and the J, with their disposi- 
tor. Tthe Ascendant ought to be in a fixed sign, and the J therein in * or 
A the O; but by any means let not Ml ascend. 

Aspects to the rising degree concern Ramesey: Know that it is a fit 
time (having considered what has been already said) to marry when the 
Ascendant is assisted by the benevolent aspects of the fortunes, or they 
therein located, but if it be afflicted by the malevolents either by body or 
aspect, judge the contrary. 

As we've come to expect, Robson says much the same: Let the as- 
cendant be well aspected or occupied by the benefics, and unafflicted by 
the malefics. 

A slightly independent view is presented by Schoener: The sign of 
the seventh house, which is [the house] of marriage, and both the signs 
of the Ascendant and the ) ought to be safe and free, and suitable to the 
occasion of marriage. These signs are 0, =, x, »», and X, and Ii? for 
widows. Dorotheus and Ramesey, the authorities who appear to make the 
most sense, disagree with some of these sign allocation. 

Goldstein-Jacobsen lists the same signs as Schoener but because she 
says they can be on either end of the horizon, she’s simply saying avoid 
having the Ascendant in & or 4: Either the 7th or Ist cusp should be in 
=, & sw, “or H with the ruler unafflicted, direct and strong by Sign. 

In the one-hour marriage (figure 4) &, one of the recommended rising 
signs, is on the Ascendant, but its ruler, 2, is weak: in her detriment in 
T, in the 12" house, applying to & ¥. 

The marriage of convenience (figure 5) has I] rising, squared by X, 
with its ruler, % in hiding in H. 

The Fonda-Turner marriage (figure 1) has T, an unpopular sign, ris- 
ing with a peregrine o on the 9" cusp. P isd the rising degree from the 
8" cusp 
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The marriage 2 


@ is the general significator of love and marriage: 

Dorotheus: Look concerning the marriage at the condition of as 
there is no good in a marriage when is with the malefics or the 
malefics aspect 2. 

Bonincontrus: Jn marriage, 2 and the ) should be strengthened. 

Ramesey: Whatever you do, be sure to fortify 8 and see that she be 
not cadent, retrograde, combust, nor in her fall or detriment, nor in any 
malevolent configuration with the infortunes; for it is impossible the 
marriage should be good where is impotent or afflicted; neither can it 
be very bad if she be strong and well aspected of the fortunes; for in 
marriages she is the chief significant 

Robson: Be certain to fortify 2. who is chief significator, and take 
care that she is not cadent, combust, retrograde, nor in fall, detriment, or 
afflicted by the malefics. No marriage can be good if ¥ is weak or af- 
flicted, nor can it be very bad if 2 is strong and well aspected. 

Let’s get to the nitty-gritty. First the good aspects: 

Dorotheus: [f the Dand and 2 are some of them aspecting the oth- 
ers from trine, then it will be good for the marriage, but it will be better 
than that if they are in triplicities or in signs which abound in children 
and progeny. 

Ramesey agrees: If possible, make ¥ be in * or 4 with & or she in 
reception with him, and the Din the house of either ¥ or . 

Robson repeats this and also gets the 7"-ruler involved: Jf possible 
put ¥in * or A with 2 or Yin reception with ¥, and the Din a sign ruled 
by either or in one of their terms and if possible in good aspect with 
them. Or place the lord of the seventh in good aspect to £&, Dor the lord 
of ascendant, but make the lord of the seventh be disposed of by them by 
one of the essential dignities. Let the J, 4 and @ if possible be in * or A 
to each other, but the trine is best and in the watery triplicity. Be sure 
they, or any of the significators, are not in the signs or parts of signs to 
be avoided, especially in the ascendant. 

Dorotheus takes care to point out that a 2-4 aspect does not neces- 
sarily ensure joy and happiness for all concerned: Jf you find the O in- 
jured and 2 with ¥ or 4 aspecting , then it indicates that this marriage 
will not be useful for the man, or a misfortune will reach him, but the 
woman will attain joy and happiness and profit. 

Now the difficult aspects: 

Dorotheus: If 2 is with o7 or with 4 or the two [malefics] aspect 8, 
then it indicates that misery and misfortune will come to the woman, and 
the two [spouses] do not delay that there should be separation and es- 
trangement between them. 

The Turner-Fonda @ is not strong. It rules the 7" cusp from Tl, and is 
¢ the 8" cusp where it is to x P. 9 is * \, but the aspect is separating. 
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In the marriage of convenience, despite being in the 12", 9 is very 
strong. She is in her own term in one of the signs she rules, in her own 
triplicity, and has a mutual reception by exaltation with the ). This mar- 
riage accomplished exactly what was intended. 

In the one-hour marriage, as one might expect, 2 is weak by sign, 
house and aspect. 


Figure 6; Marriage of Princess Elizabeth & the Elector Palatine 
9:46 AM, 14” February 1613 (proposed time) 
Whitehall, London: 51N30, OW10 


Figure 6 illustrates an arranged wedding that became a love match. It 
is the only astrologically elected marriage discussed in this article. 

The bride was Princess Elizabeth, eldest daughter of King James I of 
England (her birth chart is shown at Figure 7). The groom was Frederick 
V, Elector Palatine of the Rhine (see Figure 8). Events surrounding the 
wedding are described by Frances A. Yates* in her book The Rosicrucian 
Enlightenment. The young German prince arrived in England on 16 Oc- 
tober 1612. When he and Elizabeth first met later that day, they “really 
fell in love with one another.” They were betrothed on 27 December, 
and married in the royal chapel in Whitehall on 14 February 1613. Their 
romance was to endure throughout many vicissitudes. 


* Originally published by Routledge & Kegan Paul, Inc. in 1972. Reprinted by 
ARK Paperbacks, 1986. 
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Figure 7: Elizabeth Stuart 
2:00 AM LAT, 19" August 1596 
Dunfermline, Scotland: 56N04, 3W29 (source Martin Harvey) 
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Figure 8: Frederick V, Elector Palatine 
10:30 AM LAT, 16" August 1596 
Heidelberg, Germany: 49N25, 8E43 (source: Martin Harvey) 
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Although we can be assured that the moment of the marriage was 
astrologically elected, the time of the I-do’s has not come down to us. 
We do know there were extensive festivities that began shortly after 
noon, so the marriage had to have taken place before then. Times shortly 
after the proposed one would have had the ) void of course. I have 
attempted to view matters very much as a 17" century astrologer would, 
selecting a time that has the ) separating from O \ and applying to * ©, 
with @ ruler of the & Ascendant on the MC, in * and mutual reception 
with the MC-ruler. ? is also 4 Q. As the bride and groom were born just 
three days apart it is relatively simple to find a rising degree of maximum 
benefit to both; here the Ascendant falls on their natal 4s with the ben- 
efic Q close by. The wedding © closely opposes the bride’s natal ©. 

In 1613 XX, ¥ and B were all unknown. An astrologer then would have 
been unaware that P was close to the Ascendant. He would have had dif- 
ficulty enough choosing this day, with o’ applying to 0 4. He could at 
least ensure that 4 was away from ~& ® and that the ) had left ° o’ andO 
+, and he would have attempted to minimize o O » by the tight * the 
elevated 2 sends to » from the sign in which o is exalted. Unfortu- 
nately, he would not know that o was applying to ¢ X and then O ¥ while 
% would soon be 0 and & ¥. 

He couldn’t have known that the so-promising ) * ©, which appears 
to be translating the light of 4 to the ©, will be prevented by the tight ) 
O ¥ that occurs just beforehand. The intended joy and success in the 
marriage would become distorted by #; it would lack genuine accom- 
plishment. 

At the time, Dr. Yates tells us, it was believed that this marriage of 
the Thames and the Rhine was a statement of English policy, a firm indi- 
cation that England would support the Elector Palatine as leader of the 
European Protestants against the reactionary Catholic powers. It was not 
realized that the bride’s father did not hold this view. He had no intention 
of following the policies of his predecessor on the English throne; Queen 
Elizabeth had, after all, executed his mother. His idea was to balance the 
marriage of his eldest daughter to a German Protestant prince with the 
marriage of his son, Charles, to a Spanish Catholic princess, and so, at all 
costs, avoid war with the Hapsburg powers. 

After the marriage Princess Elizabeth followed her husband to his 
home in Heidelberg, where they remained in contented bliss for six 
years. Then, as a result of intense politico-religious propaganda that, 
according to Dr. Yates, had been begun many years earlier by the as- 
trologer John Dee as an attempt to unite religious differences, Frederick 
was invited to become king of Bohemia. He accepted. The young couple 
moved to Prague and reigned there during the winter of 1619-20. (In 
seven years the marriage ® comes by 1° to ¢ , the MC-ruler.) The 
Catholic forces rose against Frederick, James failed to provide the ex- 
pected aid, ignoring both his daughter’s pleas for help and the pressure of 
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his own court, and on 8" November 1920 the Protestant army was totally 
defeated at the Battle of White Mountain, just outside Prague. The cou- 
ple history knows as The Winter King and Queen of Bohemia, with their 
children, were forced to flee — ruler of marriage 10" in the 12", downfall 
due to ambition. The victorious Hapsburgs dominated Europe. The 
movement Frederick led, which was supposed to unite John Dee’s phi- 
losophy and the chivalry of England with German mystical currents, 
failed disastrously and rushed Europe into the horrors of the Thirty Years 
War. This 1613 wedding chart not only portrays the future of a marriage 
but is also a major mundane chart for the history of Europe. 

Frederick died in 1632, and his royal widow lived out the remainder 
of her life as a refugee in The Hague (her natal ) is in the 12"), allowed 
to live there by the Dutch royal family. 

The groom is signified by 9, ruler of the Ascendant, by the © (ac- 
cording to Dorotheus), and by 4, the planet the ) last aspected. 9 is 
strong at the MC — the world (the protestant world, at least) held him in 
high esteem. The © is separating from 4 X and awaits the )’s promised 
* (previously discussed). 4 is weak and afflicted: retrograde in the sign 
of its detriment, in the 6" house,  , OX and ¢ ¥. This must resolve 
any question we may have had concerning whether or not the groom is 
indicated by the body the ) last aspected — the Elector Palatine is a text 
book example of a weak and badly afflicted 4. 

Elizabeth Stuart is signified by o’, ruler of the ries and by the planet 
the ) next aspects. The )’s next application is not the anticipated easy * 
to the royal © but a damaging O to a miserable, retrograde ¥ in the sign 
where it is weakest, TI, in Elizabeth’s 12" — if there were ever grounds 
for executing a court astrologer, this failure to anticipate the discovery of 
¥ would be sufficient. 

We must remember that Laurentius Bonincontrius switched the mean- 
ing of the )’s application and separation. He would have had Elizabeth 
signified by 4 and Frederick shown by ¥. As the Elector was born with 
Qe ¥ it would be appropriate for him to be signified by this planet in his 
marriage. 

As the couple were born just three days apart, their }’s are very close, 
just 6” apart, and their 2s are separated by only 2°. 

2 9 MC - it was a love match; there appears to have been love and 
agreement between the pair throughout the marriage. 

o antiscion at 16° G is « IC — the marriage eventually led to war and 
Frederick died in battle. Elizabeth was left alone, a widow. 

The ) is in #, which Dorotheus says indicates “many changes”. They 
were handed a throne, but lost it and were forced to flee without their 
possessions, then spent their lives as homeless refugees () 0 4). 

Ascendant in 8: the couple stayed together till death parted them. 
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Children 


It can be argued, all the romance, glamour and desire for companion- 
ship associated with marriage notwithstanding, that the basic purpose of 
marriage is to propagate children, to further the race. Our authorities 
have much to say on this important matter: 

Dorotheus: /f in the nativities of the two of them together one of the 
benefics is in the house of government [the 10"] of both, then the two of 
them will obtain a child in the year in which they come together. If the 
house of government of both of them is a sign abounding in children, 
then the woman will conceive on the first day in which she and her hus- 
band come together. 

Bonincontrus: Jn the hour of the marriage if a fortune possesses the 
tenth house, it signifies that the lying together on the first night impreg- 
nates the woman if she has been first deflowered. 

Coley: Ifa fortune shall be in the 10" house in the hour of marriage, 
it signifies that the woman will conceive the first night she lies with her 
husband. 

Robson: If ¥ or Qis in the 10" house at the time of marriage it is 
said to indicate immediate conception. 

@ is smack-dab on the MC at the suggested time for the marriage of 
Princess Elizabeth and Frederick V. A son was born that same year. 

Dorotheus: /f 2 is with the benefics or they aspect it, then it indicates 
that a child will soon be born to these two. 

Schoener: £ also with his gentle shining is not contrary to the pro- 
creating of offspring. 

Ramesey; ¥ is not to be rejected, for he hath signification of the chil- 
dren which they are to have. So that at the time of the marriage or con- 
tract, he be well dignified, and in conjunction or aspect of the fortunes, 
thou may assuredly say the married couple will soon have a child. The 
ancients have said the same, he being but in configuration with the for- 
tunes, but I hold it most true if he be in his own dignities also at the time, 
and beholding them out of the 5" house, and the more assured this be, if 
they be in prolific signs. 

Robson: £ denotes the children and if dignified and in conjunction or 
aspect with the benefics, especially if in a fruitful sign, denotes a child 
speedily. 

¥ is in the 11" house for the Elizabeth-Frederick marriage, the 5" of 
the bride. 

In the marriage chart for Fonda and Turner, in the sign of its detri- 
ment is applying to 0 \, also in its detriment, in the 6", The marriage 
produced no children. 

Schoener: For the gaining of offspring, the Ascendant and the D 
should be in signs of many children and in benign aspects of Yand & It 
is better, however, with this, if the Dis in the 5", 10" or 11" houses, with 
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one benefic in the Ascendant, and the other with the Dor standing in her 
benevolent aspect. And before anything else the 5" house should be well 
disposed. 

The signs of many children are those of the water element. 

The Fonda-Turner ) is in & but the ASC is ina fire sign. The ), ruler 
of the 5" of children is in the 4" — not a good placement as this is the 12" 
from the 5" — and is not ¢, * or 4 9 or 4. 

None of Schoener’s requirements are present for the Elizabeth- 
Frederick marriage. They had three sons and (at least) one daughter. 

Dorotheus: The marriage will be good if ¥ is overcoming & which 
happens when 2 is in quartile of ¥ from its left and 2 is in the 10" sign 
from the Dso that 4 according to this is in opposition to the J, as it indi- 
cates that these two [spouses] will be properly blessed with children in 
this marriage, and it will be good in the rest of things also. 

This )-9-\ T-cross doesn’t appear in any of the example charts. 

Dorotheus: /f 9 is in trine of the malefics, then in the marriage which 
occurs according to this he [the husband] will be blessed with children, 
but he will be blessed with this child when in the revolutions of the years 
the benefics arrive at the place if the malefics in the base [the marriage 
chart] or aspect it. 

Q is closely * * in the Elizabeth-Frederick marriage chart. 

Ramesey: Have regard also to the radix of both parties if they can be 
procured; for if there be fortune in the Midheaven at the time of their 
nativities, or such planets as are in configuration with the fortunes, the 
new-married couple shall have issue the first year of the marriage. If in 
the radix thou findest the lord of the 1 0" in the 9", there shall be no con- 
ception in the first month. 

Slightly reworded by Robson: If benefics or planets aspected by 
benefics are in the radical Midheaven at the time of marriage, the couple 
will have issue in the first year. If in the birth map the lord of the tenth is 
in the ninth, there will be no conception in the first month. 

Doesn't apply in the natal charts of Jane Fonda, Ted Turner, Elizabeth 
Stuart or Elector Frederick. 

Figure 9 comes from the AFA Bulletin. The bride was aged 34, wid- 
owed for three years with four children. The groom was 43, a widower 
for 1/4 years, a tool engineer, with eight children. Together they brought 
twelve children into the marriage. 

Both main significators, the rulers of the 1“ and 7" are in their own 
signs, not in aspect, although the ) will eventually come to ° %. The ») 
is transferring the light of ¥ (the man — the ) has no prior aspect to one of 
the classical planets) to 2 (the woman), both in the fertile sign of Nl, 
close to the cusp of the 11" house. 9, ruler of the man’s 5", is at the cusp 
of the woman’s 5" — she will treat his children as if they were her own. $ 
in a fertile sign is exactly on the cusp of the woman’s 5", where it is o 2 
and close to the antiscion of 4 — many children, already present. 
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Figure 9: Twelve Children 
10:00 AM EST (15:00 UT), 25" November 1961 
41N29, 81W48 


Conclusions 


Using the advice of William Ramesey or Vivian Robson for electing a 
marriage chart amounts to just about the same. Of the two, Robson, is 
easier to understand. With the surprising exclusion of Dorotheus Si- 
donius, the other authorities quoted here provide much less information. 

I was amazed to observe that, with very few exceptions, the 2,000- 
year-old advice of Dorotheus Sidonius is every bit as good as anything 
provided by any of the later experts. Indeed, he or others following the 
same tradition is obviously the source for Ramesey. 

Perhaps the only difference between the remarks of Dorotheus and 
Ramesey concerns house and planetary rulers. Dorotheus says “Look at 
the Ascendant”; Ramesey says “Look at the Ascendant and its Lord.” If 
we assume astrological knowledge has improved over time, we can say 
that Ramesey’s addition is an indicator of this. However, I do have a 
suspicion that to terse Dorotheus looking at a house ruler or planet’s dis- 
positor was implied when he tells us to “Look at the Ascendant.” 

As Carmen Astrologicum, Dorotheus’ book, also contains 
the earliest known set of rules for Horary Astrology, it may 
profit readers who work in that field to obtain a copy. I make 
frequent use of it. 
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OLIVIA BARCLAY ane 


URING the 20" Century, with its plethora of newspaper ©- 

sign columns, there has been an emphasis on signs rather than 

planets. The general public know their date of birth and revel 

in reading a few generalities that may discuss their type, while 
the writers of the columns revel in the large salaries paid to them for 
churning out such generalities. 

Some people, anxious to hear themselves discussed in greater detail, 
seek out astropsychologists, who will, while examining their client’s 
birth chart, talk about them for a considerable length of time in a vague 
and general way. But can the astropsychologists tell their clients any- 
thing the client did not know already? Can they predict any single thing 
clearly and unambiguously? 

Astrologers of the 17" Century and prior to that time could do so. 
They were armed with the information that generations of astrologers 
had acquired over centuries. If you now studied such information you 
would discover that the techniques and methods used today have been 
distorted and changed almost beyond recognition, depriving astrology of 
its true meaning. In the old astrology, both natal and horary, the planets 
rule. The planets rule the signs and the signs are only like adjectives that 
describe or temper the planets that are positioned in them. 

Certain planets are at home, or joy, in certain houses, called by Manil- 
ius their Temples, and they give their qualities to that house. For in- 
stance, 2 gives its qualities of pleasure to the 5" house. No, 9 is not ass0- 
ciated with the 2"! house because ©, one of the signs it rules, is the om 
sign — that is a modern misunderstanding. 

Just as it is important to understand the matters ruled by each house, 
as I explained in the last issue of Considerations, so it is important to 
understand the matters ruled by each planet, and the signs that are ruled 
by them. We must understand too how to assess the strength of planets, 
which I will discuss later. 
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The Sun 

The © is well placed is equivalent to a Benefic or helpful 

planet. It is more temperate than o”. Yet a planet in the same 
sign, and within 8%° of the © is called Combust and loses its strength. 

The © is the natural significator (or symbol) of gold, the heart, of 
men in general, gentlemen, royalty, and magistrates. It is the person in 
charge, the king of the castle, workers in gold or minters of money. In a 
daytime chart it is the father. It symbolizes someone who will keep a 
promise, is trustworthy, judges well, who behaves humanely and royally 
(having favorites, and walking or driving in the middle of the road). He 
speaks deliberately with few words and loves luxury (does not want to be 
entertained in the kitchen). No sordid thought can enter his great heart! 

Of course, if the © is not well placed it will symbolize a less admira- 
ble person, one who is purblind in judgment, arrogant, domineering, tire- 
some, extravagant, a snob, someone who hangs onto another’s generosity 
(thinking the world owes him a living). 

Illnesses of the © are those connected with the heart or mouth or 
eyes. 

Colors are gold, yellow, scarlet and purple. 

Plants are those that smell pleasantly, grow majestically, and love the 
sun, usually being red or yellow. These planets were once believed to 
strengthen the heart and comfort a person, to clear the eyes and resist 
poison, 

The places are grand buildings such as theaters and palaces. 

The © rules not only gold but also rubies. 


The © also rules the sign Leo. 

Q is eastern, animal, fiery, barren, masculine, commanding and 

creative. (This may seem an incongruous list to a natal astrologer, 
but if you are looking for a home, eastern may be the word you require.) 

It rules the back, heart, ribs and sides of the body, and all diseases, 
pains and weaknesses of them, also of the eyes. 

The places Q rules are wild and rocky, barren and inaccessible, as 
well as forests and woods. Of buildings, it rules those that are eminent: 
castles, palaces and theaters. Within a house, it rules the area in the vi- 
cinity of the fireplace. 

The old descriptions of appearance must surely be modified with the 
present mixtures of race, however, a large head and eyes (goggle eyes), 
upturning curly hair (it springs upwards from the scalp), and uneven 
teeth are common. 

Countries: Italy and France. Cities: Rome and Bristol. 


The Moon 
As in chess, the ), which can represent queens, is usually most 
important. If the ) makes no aspect, it is called void of course, and 
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no action can occur. The ) is also important when deciding timing, and 
its speed must be taken into account. 

The ) is feminine, nocturnal, a soft tender creature, a searcher after 
novelties, with a natural propensity to move house, changeful in all 
things, timid, easily frightened, peace-loving, wanting to be irresponsi- 
ble, someone who knows something of all trades. 

If badly placed it signifies someone who dislikes work, who over 
drinks, and is idle, not really caring about the conditions in which he 
lives. 

Yet the ) can symbolize any woman, or queen, travelers, fugitives, 
those who live from the sea and from breweries, and from working with 
water and liquids. 

In mundane astrology, it symbolizes the general public. 

The ) makes the face paler, circular and moonlike. In watery signs 
there are freckles. 

It is connected in illnesses with the stomach, women’s complaints, 
rheum in the eyes, rheumatism, the bladder, coughs and measles and rot- 
ten coughs. 

The colors are pale, but especially silver (the color and the metal), 
mother of pearl, pearls, and anything that reflects. 

Of planets it rules those without much flavor, as unripe fruits. Its 
plants have thick, soft and juicy, round leaves. Also mushrooms. 

Animals that live in water like frogs and all shell fish, as well as owls. 

Places ruled by the ) are wet, like rivers, fishponds, boggy places and 
baths. It rules stones like crystal. 


The ) also rules the sign Cancer. 
& is a northern, feminine, movable, fruitful, watery, mute sign. 
It rules the stomach and breasts and all illnesses and diseases 
connected with them. Also dropsy. 

The places it rules are watery, the seaside, estuaries, rivers, springs, 
wells, navigable waters, marshes and ditches with rushes. In houses it 
rules damp basements, washhouses and cisterns. 

The people usually have moon-shaped faces, small eyes, and are 
heavier in their upper body than in their lower (» in this sign, however, 
greatly changes the appearance and it becomes much bonier, the face is 
narrower and the nose, instead of turning up, has a high bridge.) They 
can be recognized by their interest in food and in cooking. 

Countries include China. 


Mercury 
¥ is either masculine or feminine, being strongly influenced by any 
connecting planet, either by its dispositor or by aspect. It changes 
sex or attitude accordingly. Of course, ¥ represents any sort of communi- 
cation, letters, papers, the tongue, words, traveling here and there, cars, 
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talking. It is the natural significator of arms, hands and shoulders. % is 
also the significator of subtlety, tricks, cunning and perjury. 

It symbolizes someone who is clever, intellectual, good at discussion, 
logical, eloquent, a researcher, witty, interested to learn, enjoying travel, 
interested in divination and, if a tradesman, very inventive and clever. 

The people are tall and thin, with high foreheads, long arms and fin- 
gers. 

% with % is heavy; with 4 temperate; with o* rash, and with @ jesting. 

% symbolizes mathematicians (statisticians and computers), trades- 
men, office workers, secretaries, writers, poets, advocates, printers, ac- 
countants, solicitors, tailors and dressmakers. 

The illnesses it rules are connected with the head, diseases of the 
brain, stammering, imperfections of the tongue, delusions, defective 
memory, hoarseness, dry cough, all snuffling in the head or nose, too 
much spittle, and dumbness. 

Colors: gray and mixed colors. 

Its plants are multi-colored and grow in sandy, barren places. They 
are said to help the tongue, brain and memory. They include some of the 
grasses. Quicksilver is associated with %, as are stones that are multicol- 
ored. 

The places are shops, markets, fairs, schools, bowling alleys and ten- 
nis courts. 

In mundane astrology, # can represent the press. 


9 also rules the sign Gemini. 
II is a western, human, airy, nervous, intellectual, double-bodied, 


masculine sign. 

It rules the arms, shoulders and veins, and any infirmities connected 
with them, also the nerves, breathing and delusions. 

The places ruled by II are high and airy, hills and mountains. These 
include upstairs rooms and those rooms where we play, write and read. 
Also, high up places, in chests and boxes. 

It describes a body that is tall and straight. In centuries past the eyes 
would be piercing and hazel (but now, of course, we are a mixture of 
races) and of good sight, excellent understanding, and astute in worldly 
matters. I notice they will gesticulate frantically in order to communicate 
even more and that they seem to like emerald green. 


TI? The other sign rules is Virgo. 
Tl is southern, earthy, feminine and barren. 
It rules the intestines and any illness connected with them. 
Places include those connected with grain or groceries. Outdoors: 
cornfields and haystacks. Rooms where work is carried out like offices or 
studies, where books are, cupboards. Storerooms of merchandise, things 
at floor level and those that are low down. 
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The body is not as tall as II. I find Ts look downward and often find 
lost articles on the ground, especially metal. People who limp or nearly 
limp, or who walk with their feet pointed inward, often belong to this 
sign. They are often studious and interested in history. 

They seem to like small patterns on a brown background. 

Country: Switzerland. 


Venus 

@ is called a Benefic. 

is fortunate and rules matters connected with affection, love and 
lovers, and good deeds. It is feminine, the planet of enjoyment and 
amusement. 

It symbolizes a quiet person, someone who is not likely to quarrel, 
pleasant, affable, who enjoys food and wine and love-making, always 
having love affairs, musical, sociable, and enjoying baths but not very 
interested in hard work. 

When badly placed it makes one extravagant, riotous, and bedding 
where he should not, without credit or repute. This person will spend 
time drinking with loose companions, be careless and lazy. 

It makes a body good looking with full lips, the women are pretty: 
“the eye full of amorous enticement.” The true sign of 2 is a dimpled 
face. brings roundness, not height. 

It symbolizes jewelers, painters, drapers, musicians, songs (though 
now ¥ seems also connected with music), wives, mothers, young women, 
upholsterers, perfumers, decorators and everything connected with fe- 
male adornment and beauty culture. 

In illnesses it signifies those connected with the back, the belly and 
sex, It signifies hernias. 

Its colors are light, such as sky blue, and its smells are delectable. 

Vegetation includes sweet apples and white roses (but surely not all 
roses?), peaches and apricots, lilies and lily-of-the valley. 

Places are gardens, fountains, bedrooms, beds, wardrobes, cushions, 
dancing schools, and places connected with beauty and art. 

Copper is ruled by 9, as is lapis lazuli, coral, alabaster, cornelian and 
blue sapphire. 


‘e) 2 also rules the sign Taurus.. 
Gis a southern sign, earthy, feminine, animal, fixed, domesticated, 
obstinate, a strong sign that is slow to move and a lover of beauty. 

It rules the throat and all illnesses and diseases connected with it. Its 
tulership of the throat produces fine singing voices. 

The places it rules are low houses, farm buildings for animals, pasture 
and agricultural land, lightly wooded areas, and the countryside in gen- 
eral. In houses it rules rooms with low ceilings and cellars. 

The body is short and strong with a large chest and shoulders (women 
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are Junoesque) — I find they like slow music and the color grass green. 
Countries belong to the sign include Ireland and Cyprus. 


The other sign 9 rules is Libra. 
—O =~ is a western, moveable, tropical, airy, masculine, humane 
sign. Thought rather than emotion predominates, and words flow. 

It rules the kidneys, loins and haunches and all illnesses and diseases 
of them, as well as corruption of the blood. Firmicus includes the verte- 
brae. 

The places it rules are high and windy, outhouses, places where wood 
is cur, hillsides and mountains. In houses the upstairs rooms, attics, one 
room within another, book shelves and high places. 

People are straight bodied, and their faces are good-looking and well 
proportioned. They have soft voices, enjoy pleasant surroundings and 
their sort of music is melody. They seem to like sky blue, but always 
harmonious colors. 

Countries include Japan, cities include Lisbon. 


Mars 
¢& is masculine, fiery, the lesser Infortune, the starter of 


quarrels, strife and anger, an initiator of action. 

o& well positioned denotes someone who is courageous, warlike, bold, 
confident, immovable, unreasonable, contentious, challenging, who en- 
joys war, peril and everything to do with it. Obeys nobody, submits to 
nobody. 

If o is badly placed it signifies someone who loves slaughter, quar- 
rels, murder, thievery, and is a promoter of riots, fights ands commotion. 
A traitor, perjurer, obscene, rash, inhumane, fearing nothing, this person 
is unthankful, treacherous, furious and violent, and boastful. 

The physical body is strong, with big bones, and rather lean. The 
Martian Anglo-Saxon has a reddish face and often red to sandy hair, 
sharp eyes, and is an active, fearless man. If o is in the eastern half of 
the chart the body is hairy. A strong o* shows a scar on the face. 

of rules soldiers of all sorts - generals, captains, sergeants, gunners — 
also it rules butchers, surgeons and everyone who uses knives or fire- 
arms, or who works with metal, like watchmakers and barbers, cutlers 
and carpenters. It rules all who rule by oppression, all who mock and 
scorn. 

Of illnesses it signifies high fevers, migraine, shingles, diseases and 
illnesses of the head, and all wounds and cuts. If & is in a fire sign it of- 
ten shows burns. All disfigurement of the head, all hurts from iron, and 
all illnesses that result from too much anger. 

It rules red and yellow and orange, and tastes that are bitter. Its plants 
have sharp pointed leaves and taste hot; they grow in dry places: nettles 
and thistles and radish; prickly thorn trees. 
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o tules places such as furnaces, slaughterhouses, brick kilns, forges, 
and chimneys. 
Iron is signified by o”, and antimony and red lead. 


¢ also rules the sign Aries.. 
7T is an eastern, masculine, moveable, cardinal, tropical, fiery, 


angry, animal, intemperate, violent sign. 

It rules the head and face and all pimples and disfigurement thereon, 
as well as ringworm, headaches, baldness, and mental troubles. 

The places of T are those where animals such as sheep are kept, hid- 
ing places (suitable for thieves), isolated places, newly ploughed land, 
and in houses the roofs, ceilings and plastering. 

It describes a lean body with large bones, longish face and chin. I dis- 
tinguish T by their love of competitive sport, which includes every sort 
of ball game, and their love of bright blood red. If you want to find them, 
look at the front of the queue. Their red cars, too, are usually in the fast 
lane. I find they start energetically but never finish. 

Countries include England and Germany. 


of also rules the sign Scorpio.. 
Tl is northern, feminine, fixed, watery, fertile, subtle, mute,, se- 


cretive, deeply emotional, passionate and jealous. 

It rules the sex organs and all illnesses connected with them. The 
places it rules are where insects and beetles proliferate, especially any 
poisonous ones. It is the natural ruler of reptiles. It rules ruins, bogs, 
stinking places and lakes, gardens, orchards, moors, muddy places, and 
in houses the kitchen or rooms with water in them, anywhere damp. 

Tl people are frequently slightly bow-legged. Their eyes are close un- 
der the brows. The energy of ” is here brought under control, they do not 
start quickly like T, but they sustain their energy and finish their work 
with thoroughness. Although they do not respond to reason, only to emo- 
tion, their expressions remain deadpan and controlled, so you would 
never know. They make wonderful detectives, forgetting nothing. The 
blood red enjoyed by T, because of Tl\’s delayed reaction has turned a 
deeper color, to maroon, and mixes with the colors of the deep sea, dark 
green, for TIL’s have great depth. We all know what passionate lovers 
they are. Their conversation may stray to the subjects of death and sex. 

Countries include Morocco. There was an earthquake in Turkey the 
day entered the sign. 

Cities include Liverpool. The Liverpool beat sound of the Beatles co- 
incided with the transit of ¥ in Tl. Note the homonym in my paragraph 
above regarding places ruled by this sign. 


76 


Considerations XV: 3 


Jupiter 
\ is the Greater Benefic. It is masculine, temperate, fair dealing, 
protective, happy, content, lucky, jolly and large. 

People ruled by 4 are magnanimous, faithful, grateful, and aspiring in 
thought. They have integrity, they deal fairly with all, whatever God or 
gods they have, the 4 person will love them. They are charitable to 
needy causes, and dislike anything sordid. They are large in body, 
thought and deed. 

If 4 is badly placed these people can be wasteful, hypocritical, want- 
ing everyone to make a fuss of them; they can be stiffly conventional. 

The body is upright and tall; the teeth wide, the front ones uneven; the 
face is oval (like Elvis Presley’s); the men often have a black beard. 
They have strong thighs, hence a love of walking. Their feet are the most 
unattractive part of the body. 

Peopled ruled by 4 are judges, senators, councilors, ecclesiastics, 
clergymen, lawyers and woolen drapers, foreigners and all middle-aged 
men. 

Illnesses concern the liver, lungs, palpitations, pains in the back, and 
illnesses caused by good living. 

\ signifies sweet scents, large gentle animals, always horses, and 
whales. Also figs, lime trees, mulberry, acanthus and many other plants. 

Places are courts of justice, altars, important public places, and for- 
eign places. Tin is ruled by ¥, as is amethyst, topaz, emeralds and mar- 
ble. 

There is another side of 4 that symbolizes horse racing, jockeys, 
gambling, luck and the winner in any matter. There seems be some affin- 
ity with advertising (it is an enlarging) for 4 in the 10" will put your 
name in the newspaper. 

Colors seem to be royal blue and colors that contain indigo, such as 
purple and navy blue. 


\, also rules the sign Sagittarius.. 

® is an eastern, fiery, masculine, part animal (the last part), dou- 

ble bodied, freedom loving, optimistic sign. It is the sign and joy 
of \. 

It rules the thighs and backside, and any disease and illness concern- 
ing them, as well as fall from horses or hurts in sport. 

The places it rules are open and high, hills and fields where one can 
see into the distance, the open sea, and the high mountains. Also places 
where large animals live. In houses: upstairs and near fireplaces. 

The people incline to tallness and have large front teeth. They enjoy 
outdoor life, especially walking with long strides. They also drive fast. 
All *s love Nature, whether they conserve it, or with strong o’, hunt it. 
Nature is where they feel at home. They wear tweeds with large patterns, 
and checks, also fisherman’s navy jerseys. 
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Countries include Spain. Cities include Toledo. 
The ~ flippancy is often misleading. 


The other sign ¥ rules is Pisces. 
H } is a northern, watery, feminine, fruitful, mute, dreamy, bicorpo- 
real, indecisive, self-effacing sign. It can represent a lack of action. 

It rules the feet and all infirmities associated with them, yet limping 
seems more often to manifest in the opposite sign, II. It also rules what 
old books call ‘moist diseases’. 

The ground it rules is full of water, places where there are waterfowl, 
springs, wells and pumps, or rivers especially when they are full of fish. 

It rules places of meditation and buildings such as churches, hospitals 
and prisons. In houses, it rules floors and floor coverings, where shoes 
are kept, and places near standing water. 

} people have fine hair, which women can wear long like mermaids. 
They do not have strong straight backbones. They have difficulty finding 
comfortable shoes; they enjoy the sea and usually like eating fish. Many 
have short legs. 

Countries include Portugal. 


Saturn 
% is the Greater Infortune or Malefic. 
is cold, melancholy, pessimistic, limiting and solitary. 


It represents a man who is severe, austere, reserved and who speaks 
little. He is patient, someone who will acquire the goods of this world by 
slow and steady stages. 

If is badly placed it represents someone envious, covetous, mis- 
trustful and timid, a condemner of women. He is never content. 

It signifies a body of medium height, pale complexion and black eyes. 
It signifies those who work with the earth, farm laborers, miners, plumb- 
ers (who work with lead), old men, and fathers in a nighttime chart. Also 
monks, solitary religious and beggars. 

Of the body it rules the back teeth, deafness, illnesses caused by cold 
or melancholy, rheum, fears and fantasies. If in Q or Tl it causes rup- 
tures. As the natural significator of lead it can cause lead poisoning. 

Places ruled by the planet are deserts, pinewoods, places near yew 
trees, obscure valleys, churchyards, wells, caves, holes, ruins, graves, 
and in houses, dirty or dark places, and also doors and thresholds because 
% rules boundaries and limits. 

Tastes are bitter and sharp. 

Besides lead » rules all hard black stones, also ordinary stones that 
are gray. Its color is black. 


78 


Considerations XV. 3 


% also rules the sign Capricorn.. 
6 ® is a southern, moveable, earthy, feminine, melancholy, animal, 
cardinal, ambitious, depressed, hard working sign. 

It governs the knees and all diseases connected with them, and skin 
and bones. 

The places it rules are farm sheds where animals are kept, especially 
goats, or where farm implements or wood is stored, sheep pens, barren 
fields, dung heaps in fields, and bushy, thorny land. Also mountain paths 
and, in houses, places near the floor and threshold. 

The people are hard working and efficient. The men are often bearded 
and the women’s hair is often thin. They have narrow chins. Their 
houses often contain a goatskin rug. They like goats. They also like lad- 
ders, 

Countries include India and the Orkneys. 


4 also rules the sign Aquarius. 
WW, x is western, airy, fixed, masculine, rationale and humane. The 
old books say it is ‘the principle house of Saturn, the house 
wherein he rejoiceth’ (they often use the word house instead of sign). 

AQ governs legs and ankles and all illnesses of them, and also defects 
of blood circulation. 

The places it rules are hilly and uneven, newly dug, quarries, places 
where minerals have been discovered, vineyards, and places near a little 
spring or conduit. In houses, it rules roofs and upstairs rooms, also places 
off the floor that are near windows. 

The people like waves of any sort, be they sound waves or sea waves. 
They are interested in photography. They seem to use the color yellow. 

Countries belonging to this sign include Russia. 


x ¥ PB 


The three outer planets usually only add information to what is indi- 
cated by the seven classical bodies. A chart can often be judged without 
them. Mrs. Watters tells us how they can add some ‘special conditions 
beyond the personal world of the querent.’ 


Uranus 
{ as every astrologer knows, rules unexpected matters like earth- 
quakes and revolutions, also electricity, aircraft and airfields. I al- 
ways connect telephone calls and divorce to it. 
It represents eccentric or unusual people, probably the circulation of 
the blood, and (in my opinion) Prussian blue. 
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Neptune 

¥ represents whatever dissolves. It is vague and nebulous. It rules 

drugs, alcohol and poison, also weakening illnesses, sleep and 
fraud. Its people are visionaries in whatever art form they express them- 
selves, also occupations of the ocean. I always think poppies belong to 
¥, especially the mauve ones. Its colors are the colors of seaweed, misty 
colors, the color when the sea becomes almost purple. 


Pluto 
P E to me equates with the word ‘Ejection’, also ‘Bringing to Light’. 
I hear that in the USA it is connected with plutocracy, a lot of 
money. It is sometimes connected with Death, but in a way death is an 
ejection from this world into the next, where surely there will be a Brin- 
ing to Light of what is hidden. But I do not always find PB signifies 
death, That is a recent oversimplification of its meaning. 


In this next installment we must consider some terms and technicali- 
tics that belong to the old astrology, and which we use in horary, as well 


as the way to evaluate the planets. © 
To be continued 


Let’s Consider 


John Kalus writes: 

Thank you for printing Isaac Starkman’s prediction as to whom the next 
President will be. It serves as a foil (because it is so aptly done) to the system I 
came up with, which indicates that Al Gore will be the next President. 

I regard the technic Mr. Starkman used as the usual “astrological sophistry” 
that astrologers have wasted time on for centuries. 

Ina MS | am finishing Stellar Electro-Dynamic Influence on Human Behay- 
ior (about 450 pages including 65 computer color charts), and hope to find a 
publisher for soon, I have a much better and superior technic. 

—Cleveland, Ohio 


Shelagh Kendal informs us that her book Cycles of the Century, (reviewed in 
Considerations XV: 1, pp 86-87), which people have had difficulty getting, is 
now being stocked by Samuel Weiser (PO Box 612, York Beach, ME 03910- 
0612) 
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UNDANE ASPECTS are those considered or measured in 

their Oblique Ascension (OA) or Oblique Descension (OD) 

or simply based on their Right Ascension (RA). The basic 

astrologer mainly considers positions in the zodiac or the 
ecliptic, which have always been the base of traditional astrology. These 
are simply the locations or longitudinal distances from 0° T along the 
ecliptic, and they are used to determine interplanetary aspects or plane- 
tary conjunctions with angles and house cusps. However, it is necessary 
to turn to the extremely important mundane aspects if we intend to delve 
deeply into the character and destiny of a person. Unlike ecliptic aspects 
that can remain within orb for days, weeks or even months, mundane 
aspects depend on the exact moment and location of birth. They are 
highly individualized A mundane aspect can disappear out of orb after 
only a few minutes. If we add to this that some of these aspects, like the 
“Paran” (from the Greek Paranatellon), are especially operative in spe- 
cific sectors, we find very personal configurations. 

As the astrologer Isaac Starkman says, mundane positions are very 
important in the investigation of twins born just a few minutes apart. 
They can have different mundane aspects. Despite other horoscopic simi- 
larities, twins are often quite different in temperament and destiny. 

To approach these types of aspects, we can either use an astrological 
computer program that provides a “Speculum” containing the positions 
Oblique Ascension, Oblique Descension and Right Ascension, or calcu- 
late these positions manually’. 

Right Ascension is the position of a celestial body above the equator, 
measured 0° above Aries. The Oblique Ascension is at a point similar to 
the Right Ascension, but oblique to it, which cuts the Equator when the 
planet, house or factor rises above it or passes over the horizon through 
the Orient. 

With the exception of the RAMC (the Right Ascension of the Me- 
dium Coeli or Midheaven), which is constantly moving, the remaining 
factors (house cusps, planets and factors associated with them) are 
moved by the OA/OD, according to the pole. 

The first mundane aspect that should be considered, as it is the most 
obvious, is the mundane conjunction or opposition between a planet and 


' See Prediction I and Prediction I, by Alexander Marr, for the exact formulae 
to obtain OA/OD and more information about mundane aspects. 
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an angle or house. Given that the conjunctions or oppositions with close 
orbs are particularly effective when measured in OA/OD or RA, it is 
fairly easy to locate them by comparing the planetary positions with the 
angles and house cusps in terms of the mundane measurements, and 
identifying those with a narrow conjunction or opposition. I personally 
recommend a maximum orb of 2° or 3°, even though the most important 
ones, which are more obvious in their effects, are those that are exact or 
almost exact within just a few minutes of arc. 

For example, in a horoscope set for 18:58:40 (UT) on December 18, 
1878, at 4IN58’ 44N07’, an elevated P is positioned close to the MC. 
The longitude of the Midheaven is 28° 17’ 6 and P is at 24° 56” 8, at the 
end of the 9"" house, approximately 4° of longitude from the Midheaven. 
Measured in the Right Ascension, P is at 55° 58’ and the RAMC is 56° 
02°; they are only 4” apart, in an almost exact conjunction. When we 
come to interpret this birth chart, we would emphasize this close con- 
junction in right ascension, much more so than we might have done had 
we only looked at the longitudinal places. 

Another example: the Israeli politician Itzhak Rabin was born when 
the RAMC was 48° 03’ 03”’. If we add 30° to this RAMC, we obtain the 
OA of the 11" house: 78° 03° 03’”. If we add another 30°, we find the OA 
of the 12" house: 108° 03’ 03’” and so on successively. Continuing in 
this manner we find the OA of the 3“ house is 198° 03’ 03’, which is 
almost identical to the OA position of natal 4 at 198° 09’ 09°’. The orb is 
only 6’ of arc. When interpreting Rabin’s birth chart we would empha- 
size this important close aspect of ¥ to this house cusp, combining the 
pure symbolism of 4 as a planet with the meaning of the 3™ house (on 
this concrete level: internal politics, propaganda, etc.). A large part of his 
success as a politician can be attributed to this close aspect and to his 
judicious and optimistic vision as a ruler. 

It is also useful to apply these same measurements to calculate the 
midpoints in RA, as well as to apply them in order to situate the fixed 
stars correctly. 

Other important mundane aspects are those interplanetary aspects that 
may not exist in longitude but do on a mundane level. Often a visual 
approximation of a horoscope will immediately identify them. When two 
planets are each close to different house cusps they are in a mundane 
aspect, even though its distance is more or less that of the theoretical 
aspect. In other words, as we each house contains 30° of oblique ascen- 
sion or descension., between the 8" and 12" houses, for example, there 
is a 120° arc. So if o is conjunct the cusp of the 8" house, and @ is con- 
junct the 12" house cusp, a mundane trine exists between them, although 
ecliptically they may be separated by 100° or 150° and not 120°, or not be 
in orb. 

As an example of this type of aspect, consider the mundane square 
between the ) and ¥ in the horoscope of the ex-French President Fran- 
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gois Mitterrand. In his natal chart, ¥ is at the cusp of his 11" house and 
the ) is conjunct the 2" house cusp. As there is a 90° distance between 
these two houses on the ascensional plane, we have a ) 0 ¥ that doesn’t 
exist on an ecliptic level. 


dane interplanetary aspects measured in OA or OD, 
Paran can be interpreted as meaning ‘simultaneously angular’. 

If more than one planet is found close to any of the angles or in angu- 
lar houses (I, IV, VII and X), these planets in combination will be espe- 
cially meaningful in the person’s life. They often indicate an “uncom- 
mon” destiny if the rest of the astrological configurations go along with 
this and point in the same direction. At the very least, they decisively 
mark the character and destiny of the person. 

One must not forget the individuality of these mundane configura- 
tions, which depend directly on the exact timing of the natal chart. Also, 
the location of these aspects in sectors of importance (the angular 
houses) is individual and personal to the native. 

Planets situated in the oriental sectors of the horoscope (in houses I, 
Il, Il, XI and XII) have an Oblique Ascension (OA) and those planets 
situated in the occidental sector (houses VII, VIII, IX, V and VI) have an 
Oblique Descension (OD). For a planet close to the Midheaven or to the 
IC, we use its Right Ascension (RA). 

It is easy to calculate the mundane aspects between planets. We only 
need this position for each one of the planets to which we add 0°, 90°, 
180° and 270° (for the second square), or 60°, 120° and 300° (for the sec- 
ond sextile) and 240° (for the second trine), This way, by simply adding, 
we obtain a position in degrees, minutes and seconds of are, in OA/OD 
or RA. 

Next, we observe if that achieved position makes an aspect or not 
with another planet, taking its measurement also in OA/OD or RA. 

Example: Pablo Picasso has a Paran through opposition between \} (in 
the 10" house) and % (in the IV house). This mundane opposition is a 
beneficent aspect, reinforced by finding both planets also in ecliptical 
opposition, which does not always coincide, and being between angular 
houses. 

The calculation is simple: Position of 4 in OA: 47° 54’ + 180° = 227° 
54’ OD. Position of 3 in OD: 226° 46’. So a Paran exists by opposition, 
at 1°08’ of orb. 

The orb to consider can reach 2° or even 3°, according to practical 
cases observed. This is true for a Paran as well as for the conjunction of a 
planet with a house in OA/OD or RA or interplanetary aspects between 
house cusps or angles. Needless to say, the more exact the mundane as- 
pect, the more effective and visible its effect will be. Theoretically, the 
aspects with less than 60’ of arc are the strongest. According to the as- 


F inally, we should consider the so-called Parans, which are mun- 
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trologers Vendel Polich and A.P. Nelson Page, the maximum orb for a 
mundane aspect is 4°. 

In practice, we almost only consider the Paran by 0°, 90° and 180°, 
not only because these are the most important aspects, but also because 
these aspects involve angular houses, especially if they are close to those 
angles. 

Regarding the interpretation of a Paran: consider the planets involved, 
rather than the aspect in itself. A mundane square or opposition is not 
necessarily negative. This is a common mistake that many astrologers 
make, as they do also when considering aspects in longitude, when they 
consider as negative a zodiacal aspect such as the © & 4 or )O ¥. In 
reality, on the ecliptic as well as the mundane level, these are aspects of 
growth and improvement, despite the negative aspects they bear. On the 
other hand, many astrologers might consider o” * P as a positive aspect. 
Of course it is always important to consider the cosmic state of the plan- 
ets, their location and many other factors. 

So, regarding the mundane aspects, we should interpret them as posi- 
tive or negative depending on whether beneficent or malevolent planets 
are involved, 

Pure planetary symbolism combined with the planets that intervene 
show us the type of effect produced in the character or destiny of a per- 
son. Then it is necessary to situate that aspect in the context of its house, 
ecliptic aspects and other factors. 

When same aspect occurs in the ecliptic reinforces a mundane aspect. 
If an aspect exists only in the ecliptic and not on a mundane level, its 
importance or effects are likely to be only minor. 

An example worth looking at is that of Diana, Princess of Wales. Her 
natal chart has a mundane square between , in the 6" house and o’, in 
the 9", with an orb of 1° 23’. Although this Paran is not in angular houses 
it decisively influenced her life and destiny, in terms of the planets in- 
volved and the sectors. This aspect does not exist in the ecliptic. 

At geographic latitudes beyond 50° North or South the difference be- 
tween an ecliptic angle and the corresponding mundane angle can exceed 
30°, that is, two bodies can be simultaneously in mundane square and in 
zodiacal sextile or trine. 

It is my hope that astrologers will considers these mundane aspects in 
their daily astrological practice. They add both to interpretation and to 
prediction. 


This article is dedicated to the memory of Alexander Marr (1919-2000) 


© 
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History of the Eight Houses 
PATRICE GUINARD Pn.p. 


f/ HE NAVIGATORS of Antiquity, untiring wanderers of the 
watery territories, were probably the first to consider the form 
of space and of the Earth. Winds! The wind of West and the 
wind of South differ, One does not venture with impunity and 

without precaution in a direction without knowing the properties and 
qualities of them. Space is heterogeneous and alive. And it is the "Rose" 
of the winds, the compass card with its eight directions, which took form 
as a collective concept in the minds of these pioneers’. 

The astrologers will inherit this octoadic design of space, probably at 
the proto-historical time of astrology. A preserved proclamation of the 
Assyrian sovereign Sargon II (721-705 B.C.) reads: "Before and behind, 
in all the sides opposite to the eight winds, I opened cight great gates."” 
The Etruscans soothsayers, contemporaries of Sargon, also used a distri- 
bution by eight’. It is known that the Sumerian divine triad, cosmogonic, 
AN (Anu)-EN.LIL (Enlil)-EN.KI (Ea) had already been replaced by the 
Semitic planetary triad Sin ())-Shamash (©)-Ishtar (9) before the 14" 
century B.C., at which time their emblems appear. One recognizes the 
lunar crescent, the Venusian star with eight branches and the solar disc, 
with four axes and four rays intercalated, on a kudurru dating from the 
time of the Kassit king Melishipak (1188-1174)*. L.W. King observes: 
"The presence of the solar and lunar emblems, and the eight-pointed star 
of Venus at the head of the symbols on most of the boundary-stones sug- 
gests that an astral character underlies them."* The representation of 2 


' See Léopold de Saussure, "L'origine de la rose des vents", in Archives des Sci- 
ences Physiques et Naturelles, 5.5, Genéve, 1923. 

? D. Haigh, "Yorkshire dials", in Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, 1896, 
p.166; quoted by Prudence Jones, "Celestial and terrestrial orientation", in An- 
nabella Kitson (ed.), History and astrology (Clio and Urania confer), Unwin, 
London, 1989, p.40. 

3 See Prudence Jones, ibid, p.41 & p.45. 

* See the tablet 90827 of the British Museum (in L.W. King, Babylonian bound- 
ary-stones and memorial-tablets in the British Museum, London, 1912, vol. 2, 
plate XVIII), and also Giovanni Schiaparelli (Die Astronomie im alten Testa- 
ment, Giessen, 1904). 

5 L.W. King, ibid,, vol. 1, p. XV. King: "It is necessary to distinguish between 
the original character of the symbols and the latter significance they assumed in 
Neo-Babylonian speculation." (p. XVI). 
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and of any star in general in the form of initials with eight branches at- 
tests to a very old division of celestial space into eight sectors, as seems 
to be shown in the only known Mesopotamian planisphere, which di- 
vides the celestial sphere into eight zones’. The division of the local 
sphere into eight sectors also existed in the first Chinese astrology,’ and 
the Ménava-Dharma-Shdstra (the Book of the Laws of Manu), resulting 
from the brahmanic tradition, mentions the eight celestial areas.® 


Was this natural division of space integrated by Assyrians or Chal- 
deans into a proto-theory of the astrological Houses, or was this assimila- 
tion the result of a later speculation worked out by the first Greek as- 
trologers? What is certain is the preexistence in Greece of an eight-house 
system prior to the twelve-houses system, as suggested by the investiga- 
tions of ancient-horoscope specialist John North.” Incorporation of the 


© See the tablet of the British Museum, from Nineveh and dated circa VIIth cen- 

tury B.C., in Astrologie en Mésopotamie, Les Dossiers d'Archéologie 191, 1994, 
36. 

Pee Joseph Needham, Science and civilisation in China, Cambridge University 

Press (UK), vol. 2, 1956, p.355. 

® Ménava-Dharma-Shdstra, 113. 

° In Horoscopes and History, London, Warburg Institute, 1986, p.1. See also 

Frank Robbins : The octotopos "was an older conception than the system of 
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houses (8 or 12) appears very seldom in the Greek horoscopes that have 
reached us: most significant go back to September 428 A.D. and October 
497 A.D.!° 

The stoic astrologer Marcus Manilius (48 B.C.-20 A.D.) refers to this 
system of the eight places, to which the former astronomers would have 
given the name of octotopos.'' However, Manilius seems to confuse the 
old system with the system of the twelve places, or at least tries to make 
a synthesis, the poetic mode of his exposition preventing him from going 
into detail. The result is an obscure text in two parts; the first presenting 
the four angles of the sky and the four intervals that separate them, the 
second describing the characteristics of the twelve houses. The com- 
ments of René Alleau on this passage are as obscure as the translation of 
the librarian of Sainte-Geneviéve in Paris, and the London edition of 
1697 is hardly enlightening.'” 

In the same way, Firmicus Maternus, towards 335 A.D., devotes the 
XIVth chapter of its second book to the eight loci (1 = life, 2 = hope [of 
riches], 3 = brothers and sisters, 4 = parents, 5 = children, 6 = health, 7 = 
wife, 8 = dead), before continuing with the analysis of the twelve 
houses." In book IV he again enumerates the geniture places: "That of 
the naturalness, the substance, the race, the parents, the brothers, the mar- 
riages, the descent or the last day of the life."'* Bouché-Leclercq sug- 
gested the anteriority of the octotopos (or oktotopos) to the dodekatopos: 
"There must have been a forsaken tradition which divided the circle of 
geniture into eight boxes, or in twelve boxes of which eight only were 
regarded as active, and ... this system could not be understood by either 
Manilius \or Firmicus, both tending to disfigure, but incompetent to in- 
vent.""* This anteriority of the system of the eight houses seems to be 
confirmed by the traditional significances allotted to the first (life) and 


twelve regions." (in "A new astrological treatise: Michigan Papyrus N°1", I 20- 
26, in Classical Philology 22.1 (University of Chicago Press), 1927, p.36. 

'© See Otto Neugebauer & Henry Van Hoesen, Greek horoscopes, Philadelphia, 
American Philosophical Society, 1959, pp.138-140 & pp.152-157. 

"! Marcus Manilius, Les Astrologiques (Astronomicon), tr. fr. Alexandre-Guy 
Pingré (1711-1796), Paris, 1786; ed René Alleau, Paris, Denoél, 1970, p.171. 

”? The five books of M. Manilius, tr. Thomas Creech, London, 1697; Washing- 
ton, National Astrological Library, 1953. 

'8 Julius Firmicus Maternus, Mathesis (Livres I et II), ed. P.Monat, Paris, Belles 
Lettres, 1992, pp.109-110 & pp.114-118. 

'4 Julius Firmicus Maternus, Mathesis (Livres III  V), ed P.Monat, Paris, Belles 
Lettres, 1994, IV 16.4, p.170. 

Auguste Bouché-Leclercq, L'astrologie grecque, Paris, Emest Leroux, 1899, 
p.279-280. 


87 


Guinard: History of the Eight Houses 


eighth (death) houses. It is after the expiry of the eighth house that a new 
daily cycle could start again.'* 

One still finds traces of the octotopos in the few rare fragments that 
remain to us of the writings of a disciple of Hipparchus, Serapio of An- 
tioch (~ 125 B.C.), of the astrologer of Tiberius, Thrasyllus'’, and of the 
Athenian Antiochos (2nd A.D.). The famous Indian astronomer- 
astrologer Varaha Mihira (~505-585), heir to Greek astrology as well as 
Babylonian theories, preserved in his Brihat-Samhitd the theory of the 
eight districts, dependent on the eight directions of space and 
corresponding to the Hindu divinities.'* 
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In 1936 Wilhelm Gundel proposed a theory of the evolution of the 
system of the astrological Houses in four stages: an initial organization in 
four quadrants defined by the cardinal points (running clockwise and 
symbolizing the four ages of existence), an organization in cight sectors 


'6 See Cyril Fagan, Astrological origins, St Paul (Minnesota), Llewellyn Publi- 
cations, 1971, p.162. 

'’ Thrasyllos is the author of the arrangement of the dialogs of Plato. 

'8 «The lords of the eight quarters, East, South-east, South, South-west, West, 
North-west, North and North-east are respectively Indra, Agni, Yama, Nirriti 
(King of evil Spirits), Varuna, Vayu, the Moon and Siva." (Varaha Mihira, in 
Brihat Samhita, ed-tr. Panditabhushana Subrahmanya Sastri & Vidwan Rama- 
krishna Bhat, Bangalore (Inde), Soobbiah, 1947, 86.75, p.666). 
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of 45° (quadrants and cardinal sectors), an organization in twelve sectors 
(also running clockwise), and finally the organization in twelve sectors 
(numbered counterclockwise), which have given birth to the system in 
use today, of which Hermes Trismegistos could have been the inventor 
and "Nechepso-Petosiris" the legatee.’” 

It is possible that the model of eight houses was organized in relation 
to the system of Elements and of elemental values, at an epoch early 
enough to predate the first hermetic astrological writings (~250-200 
B.C.), perhaps in the stoical world of the beginning of the 3" century 
B.C., which, taking again the Platonic succession of Elements (Fire, Air, 
Water, Earth)” and ordering them in the direction of diurnal 
movement, may have incorporated the intermediate elemental values 
(dry, hot, humid, cold), markers of the four characteristic moments of the 
solar course (the rising, the upper culmination, the setting, and the lower 
culmination). This produces a model that would have been in competi- 
tion with the elemental zodiacal model (Air = Spring, Fire = Summer, 
Earth = Autumn, Water = Winter), whose symbols of the quarters follow 
one another in the opposite order of the diurnal movement. The two cir- 
cular organizations, one running clockwise, the other in the opposite di- 
rection, agree if one logically superimposes noon with the summer sol- 
stice. This model could have been the prototype of a unified theory of the 
astrological Houses and zodiacal Signs.”' 

One knows in addition that the Valentinian gnostics had established a 
procession of thirty Eons (essences or immortal energies): it is the theory 
of the Plerom, paradigm of the Totality. The thirty Eons are divided into 
three groups: the Ogdoad, the Decad and Duodecad. Markos of Haeresi- 
archa (late 2nd century A.D.) developed a model that assimilated the 
Valentinian Eons with the astrological operators: the Ogdoad formed of 
the four emanations or first Eons (Elements) and of the four agents (ele- 
mental values), the Decad made up of seven planets, of the "8th Sphere", 
of the © and the ), and Duodecad of the twelve zodiacal signs. "They 
[the disciples of Marcus] maintain, then, that first of all the four ele- 
ments, Fire, Water, Earth, and Air, were produced after the image of the 
primary Tetrad above, and that then, when we add their operations, viz., 
heat, cold, dryness, and humidity, an exact likeness of the Ogdoad is pre- 
sented. They next reckon up ten powers in the following manner: There 


'° Wilhelm Gundel, Newe astrologische Texte des Hermes Trismegistos, 
Miinchen, Abhandlungen der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1936, 
chap. 13 (Die Lehre der Kentra und der Quadranten) & 14 (Die Lehre der zw6lf 
Haiiser oder Orte), p.301-313. 

? Plato, Timaeus (32b). 

2! This model is speculative. For the association between East and dryness, see 
for instance Fred Gettings, The Arkana dictionary of astrology, London, 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985; rev. ed., London, Arkana, 1990, p.404). 
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are seven globular bodies, which they also call heavens; then that globu- 
lar body which contains these, which also they name the eighth heaven; 
and, in addition to these, the © and ). These, being ten in number, they 
declare to be types of the invisible Decad, which proceeded from Logos 
and Zoe. As to the Duodecad, it is indicated by the zodiacal circle, as it is 
called; for they affirm that the twelve signs do most manifestly shadow 
forth the Duodecad, the daughter of Anthropos and Ecclesia." ** The 
concise report of his contemporary Irenaeus is remarkable in that not 
only is the "Ogdoad" obviously related to the octotopos, but also that the 
gnostic people had a kind of prescience of the existence of and ¥. 

There is a contemporary text, from the 2 century A.D., written by an 
anonymous astrologer, that describes a system of eight houses or places 
(loci) that is allotted to Asclepius: "From the horoscope one seeks all that 
relates to the life, from the second sector, while going to the top, one 
seeks the material life, from the third the brothers and sisters, from the 
fourth the parents, from the fifth the children, from the sixth misfortune 
and difficulties, from the seventh the woman, and from the eighth the 
fate and the death and term of life, according to those [the planets] which 
exert a dominant influence in their houses..."”* 

The eight ares of approximately 45 degrees, with four of them cen- 
tered on the Angles, follow one another in the direction of the diurnal 
movement. In the dodekatopos the sectors are counted starting from the 
Angles, which define the four "cusps" of reference, and, illogically, in 
the opposite direction of the diurnal movement. This triple divergence 
between the two systems (the number of the Houses, their positioning, 
and their direction of succession) would be explained by the incompre- 
hension of the initial system, from which results the relatively late 
development, by the Greeks, of a duodecimal distribution, copied on the 
zodiacal model. This contrived assimilation deprives local space of its 
specific nature and implies a redundancy of the zodiacal structure. The 
astrologer Cyril Fagan: "The Greeks made it [the Dodekatopos] synchro- 
nize with the signs of the zodiac, commencing with Aries 0°, notwith- 
standing the fact that the order of the houses runs from west to east, 
whereas the signs of the zodiac run from east to west. Hence, they are 
incompatible. One cannot pair off twelve signs and twelve houses when 
they run in opposite directions." 


?? Trenaeus (~135-205), Against Heresies, 1 17.1 (available at the Gnostic Soci- 

ety Library, http://www.webcom.cony/~gnosis/library/advh1 htm). 

°° In Frank Robbins, "A new astrological treatise: Michigan Papyrus N°1", I 20- 
26, in Classical Philology 22.1 (University of Chicago Press), 1927, p.14. 

* Cyril Fagan, in Astrological origins, St Paul (Minnesota), Llewellyn Publica- 
tions, 1971, p.161. 
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The lesson of the octotopos was not forgotten in the Renaissance: in 
1573 Tycho Brahe* described a system of eight houses of 45°, divided 
from the first vertical. The octotopos is also used in medical astrology by 
Cardan, by Thomas Finck (1561-1656) in his Horoscopographia 
(Schleswig, 1591), by the pioneer of English astrology, Christopher 
Heydon, in his private journals”, and by Nicholas Culpeper (1616-1654) 
who associates it with the lunar cycle and the theory of the "critical days" 
(the 7", 14", 21° and 28" of the lunar cycle)”. More recently, Doctor 
Hans Michel of Niirnberg presented a system of eight houses based on 
the work of the geophysicist F. Lehner”. 

If the idea of the eight space directions is really the original and op- 
erative base that guided the development of the set of the astrological 
houses, it must be possible to find traces of it in the ancient literature and 
the cultural representations. 

The topic of "Ogdoad" is recurring in Egyptian theo-cosmogony: ac- 
cording to Isha Schwaller de Lubicz”, successive cosmogonies of Mem- 
phis, Hermopolis and Thebes admit each one, according to their mode of 
organization, the preponderance of four couples of Neter, or primordial 
God-principles. This interpretation seems compatible with the presenta- 
tion of Seneca: "The Egyptians posed four elements and makes a couple 
of each one of them." 

The Indian Kaushitaki Upanishad (~600-400 B.C.) puts in parallel 
two series of situations, each one formed of four couples that illustrate 
the coincidence of divine and human possibilities, On the divine level 
coexist "those which are in the sun" and "those which are in the moon", 
those which reside "in the flash" and "in the thunder", "in the wind" and 
"in the space", "in the fire" and "in the water". These eight stations 
correspond on the individual level to a new series of four polar couples: 
respectively, those which are "in the mirror" and "in the shade", "in the 
echo" and "in the sound", "in the dream" and "in the body", "in the right 
eye" and "in the left eye"! In addition, the solar symbolism of the wheel 
has long been attested in the Vedic writings and Brahmanas. One finds it 
in architecture: the eight directions, represented on the wheel of the tem- 


25 ‘Tycho Brahe, De nova stella, in Opera omnia, éd. John Dreyer, Hauniae, vol. 
1, 1913, pp. 35-44. 
26 See John North, Horoscopes and history, London, Warburg Institute, 1986. 
27 See Nicholas Culpeper, Astrological judgment of diseases, London, 1655; 
Tempe (Arizona), American Federation of Astrologers, [1959], pp.17-18. 
28 See Wilhelm Knappich, Geschichte der Astrologie, ms Wien, 1953, pp.566- 
567. 
?° Isha Schwaller de Lubicz, Her-Bak "pois-chiche", Paris, Flammarion, 1955, 
369-373. 

Seneca, Questions naturelles, III 14.2, tr. fr., Paris, Belles Lettres, 1929, vol. 
1, p.129. 
3" Kaushitaki Upanishad, IV 2-18. 
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ple of Konarak (close to Puri), dedicated to the Sun god Sirya, symbol- 
ize the eight solar rays. In the kemari (Japanese balloon game of 7 Cen- 
tury A.D.), but attested in China in the 2™ Century B.C.), eight players 
occupy the eight space directions and must return a balloon symbolizing 
the Sun.” The Trigrams of the J Ching could be the symbols, interpreted 
and understood more or less well since their invention, of the astrological 
houses, and their organization could be a prototype of the eight-house 
Dominion. 

These examples tend to show that the same archetypal round was in- 
terpreted under various modes within relatively independent cultures, 
and contrary to the Zodiac, the raison d'étre of the device was lost. It is 
probable that the space order of eight preceded the more structural order 
of twelve, of a more delicate handling. With the Zodiac, one leaves the 
concrete, the terrestrial, for the abstract, the celestial. The loss of the sen- 
sitivity to space (and time) is not only recent: it marks the incapacity of 
the "modern" mind, plunged in Kali Yuga since 3101 BC, the 28" year of 
the 7" Manu, to think by places and by moments. 

In addition, for a long time I have been troubled by the incoherent 
coupling of Greek designations to the twelve houses: Good Fortune 
(Agathé tuché) and Misfortune (Kaké tuché) of houses 5 and 6, Good 
Spirit (Agathos daimén) and Evil Spirit (Kakos daimén) of houses 11 and 
12, God (Theos) and Goddess (Thea) of houses 9 and 3 -- the first two 
pairs associating contiguous houses, the third symmetrical ones. I pro- 
pose the following explanation: houses 5, 12 and 3 would have been 
added subsequently, as well as the 8" house whose Greek designation 
also remains problematic. There would thus have been another model of 
the octotopos that only included, in addition to the four angular houses, 
the houses 2 (Aidou pulé = latin Porta inferna = the Gate of Hades), 6 
(Kaké tuché = latin Mala fortuna = Misfortune), 9 (Theos = latin Deus = 
God) and 11 (Agathos daimén = latin Bonus daemon = the Good Spirit) 
of the later dodekatopos. This system is coherent for the following rea- 
sons: Mala fortuna (Kaké tuché) and Porta inferna (Aidou pulé) are \o- 
cated under the horizon (note their female and negative character), Deus 
and Bonus daemon are above the horizon; Mala fortuna is opposed se- 
mantically to Bonus daemon and Porta inferna to Deus; Porta inferna is 
logically the last house, that which marks the passage to death. 

The following is therefore probably the oldest Greek version of the 
octotopos: 


1 The Hour-marker (Greek héroskopos) 
2. The Good Spirit (= House 11 of the dodekatopos) 


32 Arlette Leroi-Gourhan & Ichiro Ayamanaka, "Un trés ancien football", in 
Archeologia 320, 1996, p.62-65. 
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Midheaven (Greek mesouranéma) 

The God (= House 9 of the dodekatopos) 
Descendant (Greek dysis) 

The Misfortune (= House 6 of the dodekatopos) 
Anti-Midheaven (Greek hupgeion) 

The Gate of Hades (= House 2 of the dodekatopos) 


DINAH AW 


The existence of an octotopos that was organized in the diurnal direc- 
tion, running from the House | (vita) to the House 8 (mors) is attested 
(see above). The existence of this other octotopos, organized also accord- 
ing to the diurnal movement, thus seems strongly probable. 

It is probably earlier than the other octotopos, which would have ap- 
peared only after the assimilation of the twelve zodiacal signs with the 
twelve houses of Dodekatopos, according to the diagram that sadly still 
guides the majority of interpreters: T-life, 6-money, [[-brothers... 

Let us take again the evolutionary diagram of Gundel, but now, in six 
stages: 

1": An initial system with four quadrants. 

2". An organization in eight sectors of 45°, very old in its Greek form 
(~350 B.C.?), and probably of Babylonian or Assyrian origin. 

3". An organization in twelve sectors running clockwise, with addi- 
tion of the four houses which preserved the Greek names. 

4": The hermetic organization in twelve sectors, running counter- 
clockwise and copied on the zodiacal model (~ 250 B.C.). 

5"; Assimilation of the names of both dodekatopos, running from 
now in the same direction. 

6": An octotopos, prior to the one Manilius (~100 B.C.) attested to in 
2nd century A.D., copied on the "zodiacal" dodekatopos from which one 
would have preserved only eight houses, of which the eighth, the Death, 
seems to correspond to the Gate of Hades of the first octotopos. 

Thus, faced with this imbroglio, namely the existence of at least two 
competitor semantic models of the octotopos, and several alternatives of 
the dodekatopos, it is not surprising that Manilius could not make it out: 
likewise Bouché-Leclercq, writing 1900 years later, didn't understand it 


either. 
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The Sibling Constellation 
The Astrology and Psychology of Sisters and Brothers 
by Brian Clark, 1999 
Penquin Arkana Books 
250 pages, paper. $12.95 


The Sibling Constellation is the latest book in Penguin Arkana’s Con- 
temporary Astrology series. Canadian-born Brian Clark who now lives 
in Melbourme, Australia is the author of this well-written addition to the 
thin group of useful books that have arisen from modern Astrology’s 
flirtation with Psychology. 

The author’s Introduction reminds the reader that the sibling bond is 
the one relationship that has the most chance of spanning a complete 
lifetime. Yet, we’re told, it is a relationship that has been largely ignored 
by psychology. That fits. The area of life least often discussed in any 
natal chart interpretation has to be the one signified by the relatively un- 
important 3“ house, cadent and below the earth, that buffer zone that 
separates money from home. It’s either kindergarten or where we park 
the car or catch a bus or train into the city; rarely do we remember that 
it’s also where we might find our true peers. 

The Astrology and Psychology of Sisters and Brothers, as its subtitle 
suggests, is split into two main sections. The first describes the differing 
approaches of Freud, Adler and Jung to the psychology of siblings. Nei- 
ther Freud nor Jung seems to have placed much emphasis on this subject. 
For Sigmund Freud, who had directed most of his own hostility towards 
his sister, Anna, when she threatened by her act of birth to displace him 
in his mother’s affections, it was the rivalry of siblings that was all- 
important; Alfred Adler, a second son, considered it was their birth or- 
der; and Carl Jung, born after his parents had already experienced the 
sadness of two still births and the death of a five-day-old baby boy, con- 
sidered siblings to be shadow companions, sacred partners for life. The 
different viewpoints of these three giants of psychoanalysis appear to be 
totally biased, determined entirely by their own experiences. Their im- 
pressions already formed, each observed only that evidence that con- 
firmed his thesis before moving on to other areas of psychoanalysis. The 
author describes the family background of each one of these men, clearly 
explaining how each came to develop his own theory with regard to the 
importance of brothers and sisters in a person’s life. Clark combines this 
with an analysis of each of the three horoscopes. I found this first part of 
the book, which covers six chapters, particularly engrossing. It ex- 
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plained much about the interaction I have experienced with my own 
brother and sister, and that I observed occurring between my children. 

The particular value of The Sibling Constellation is not that it just 
provides a background of psychological ideas, valuable though these 
may be, but that it also explains how the astrologer can, by analysis of an 
individual’s birth chart, come to understand something of how he or she 
is affected by brother and sister. Clark explains this in the second part of 
his book. 

As it is the third sign, Clark places great emphasis on I] in discussing 
the astrology of siblings, a subject that is traditionally associated with 
the 3“ house. Besides explaining the meaning of planets in the 3“ house 
of the birth chart, he provides interpretations for each of the five per- 
sonal bodies when in IL, irrespective of the house involved, and also dis- 
cusses how each house affects one’s sibling relationship when II falls on 
its cusp. I must admit that instead of following II around the circle of 
twelve, my own approach would have been to do this with the ruler of 
the sign on the 3 house cusp. Even so, when I tested Clark’s approach 
on a series of family charts, I was most impressed by the unexpected in- 
sights his use of II by house provides. 

Besides the 3" house and II, much attention is paid to 9, the ruler of 
II, and also to the Air element, to planets in the 7” house of partnership 
and in the 11" of friendship. There are sections too on the 5", 6" and 8" 
houses, areas (together with the 7") where self-development through in- 
teraction and relationship beyond the immediate family occur; Clark 
considers that how one has related in early life to one’s siblings is an 
important factor in determining other social attitudes in later life. 

The astrological and psychological theory is tested when Brian Clark 
trots out his example horoscopes. These are somewhat dramatic but they 
do, most vividly, bring his theories to life. The horoscopes of a handi- 
capped child and his brother and sister are shown; we are told the story 
of their relationship, and it is explained how this can be seen in the three 
charts, and how transits and progressions identify the changing relation- 
ship in their lives as they grew to adulthood. Another example provides 
the charts of siblings who had a sexual encounter with each other when 
young. Perhaps most dramatic is the chart of Wendy, an “only child”, 
who lost two siblings on the same day when her mother was three 
months pregnant with her. 

Even though I’m no psychological astrologer, this book by Brian 
Clark has fascinated me. He is dealing with vital pieces in the family 
puzzle that are frequently overlooked by astrologers, and he does so 
thoroughly in a pleasant, easy-to-understand manner. Highly recom- 
mended. 

-—-Ken Gillman 
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Edith Custer 


January 5", 1923 — June 28", 2000 


12:53 PM EST, January 5", 1923 (data from Edith) 
Whitestone, New York: 40N48, 73W48 


Edith Custer was the publisher of Mercury Hour, an immensely popular 
quarterly magazine that began as a gossipy newsletter and flourished for 26 
years entirely due to Edie’s sense of humor, her gencrosity, hard work, and the 
great enjoyment she so obviously had when she was chatting about astrological 
matters, In the final issue of Mercury Hour, which was received by subscribers 
a week after her death, she explained that she was exhausted and was now end- 
ing the magazine, fully aware that its time was past; competition from web- 
based astrological newsletters had depleted her subscriber base to such an extent 
that it was no longer a viable proposition. That written, the final issue sent to 
the printers and arrangements made for it to be mailed out, Edie left us. 

I first met Edie long before she started Mercury Hour, when she was first 
studying astrology. Subsequently she became the treasurer of ISAR and from 
her correspondence with ISAR members, whether badgering them to renew or 
thanking them for doing so, arose her idea of a regular newsletter in which as- 
trologers could exchange their ideas and question each other on basic chart in- 
terpretation matters, something more user friendly than Kosmos, the formal 
ISAR quarterly I was then editing. Her initial thin newsletter appeared in 1974 
and it quickly expanded and became the highly respected publication that was 
the astrologers’ chat room decades before the advent of the web and e-mail. 
There have been few astrologers as well loved as Edie. Many will miss her. 
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Who ? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, is a 
professional violinist. Her articles have appeared in many publications. She 
lives on the Essex coast in England 


Olivia Barclay, the author of Horary Astrology Rediscovered, may be the 
person responsible for the current reawakened concern throughout the astro- 
logical world with traditional and classical astrology. Olivia, who celebrated 
her 80" birthday in December, is the principle of the Qualifying Horary Di- 
ploma course, which she directs from her home in England. 


Juan Estadella, a professional astrologer in Barcelona, is president of As- 
sociacé d’Astrolgia de Catalunya. He has had several books published and 
his articles appear regularly in the Mercurio 3 magazine. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Patrice Guinard’s article “The History of the Eight Houses” is an extract 
from "The Dominion or Set of the 8 Houses" available on the C.U.R.A. web 
site at http://cura.free.ft/02domi-e.html. The author obtained his Doctorate 
in astrology in 1993 at the Sorbonne (Department of Philosophy, University 
of Paris). 


Bill Meridian designed the AstroAnalyst and Financial Trader financial 
astrology software programs. His book Planetary Stock Trading is now 
available in its extensively revised second edition. 


In addition to his work as an astrologer Doug Smith, a former professor at 
York University in Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home in Hali- 
burton, Ontario. His article on Islamic prophets in this issue is taken from 
his book Big Waves on the Far Shore: Towards an Astrology of Great Vi- 
SIONS. 


Constantine Zinoni is a retired consulting engineer who is mainly inter- 
ested in astrological predictive techniques and their history. He lives in 
France in a border town near Geneva, Switzerland. 
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